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Dear Issues, Etc. Journal Reader,
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in less than 2,500 words. I ended up at 2,109 words. It turns out, 
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“I believe....”

Our Wittenberg Trail feature is from writer and regular guest Mark 
Hemingway. A former Mormon, now a Lutheran, Mark’s answer to the 
question, “Why are you a Lutheran?” is “Why not?”
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I Believe _________.
by Todd Wilken

Confessional subscription seems like a very difficult subject. I started 

writing this article on the topic, then thought better of it and switched to a 

different subject.  

Later, I returned to my half-written attempt and tried again, but it 

didn’t get any easier. I thought, Maybe I can’t explain confessional 

subscription in under 2,500 words. So, I stopped again. 

Finally, I did what I should have done at first: I sought the counsel of a 

better theologian, the sainted Dr. Robert Preus. He famously observed what 

should still be, but no longer is obvious. 

There is... nothing obscure or confused or even complex about the 
concept of confessional subscription. This is the reason why the notion 
is not discussed at length but only touched upon by our confessions 
themselves. The creeds do not bother to explain what is meant and 
involved by the formula "I believe." 1

Preus was right. Confessional subscription 

is simple, as simple as “I believe.” With that sage 

advice, here is my third attempt.

If you have ever said, “I believe _______,” 

you have subscribed to a confession. Your 

confession might be wrong: “I believe Jesus was 

merely a man,” or your confession might be 

right: “I believe Jesus is God incarnate.” Either 

way, you have subscribed to a confession. 

Really, everyone, even atheists and 

nihilists, subscribes to a confession of some 
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kind. The atheist says, “I believe there is no God.” The nihilist says, “I 

believe nothing.” But both have just stated their respective confessions, 

haven’t they? Everyone subscribes to a confession.

This explains why a Christian needs a confession. Simply put, you 

can’t be a Christian without one. Confessional subscription is an essentially 

Christian act. Every Christian subscribes to a confession, right or wrong, 

written or unwritten, strong or weak. Confessional subscription is 

unavoidable. If a person doesn’t have a confession to which he subscribes, 

he simply isn’t a Christian.

This also explains why it makes no sense for Christians to reject the 

idea of confessions and creeds. Many do, but it makes no sense for them to 

do so. Many Christians say, “I have no creed but the Bible.” But that 

statement itself is creed, a confession. Besides, the Bible is full of creeds and 

confessions:

Hear O Israel, the LORD is our God, the LORD is one. (Deuteronomy 
6:4)

The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God. (1 Kings 18:39)

You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. (Matthew 16:16)

You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel. (John 1:49)

We have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One 
of God. (John 6:69)

My Lord and my God. (John 20:28)

There is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom 
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist. (1 Corinthians 8:6)

Jesus is Lord. (1 Corinthians 12:3)

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was 
manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, 
proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in 
glory.(1 Timothy 3:16)
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Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. (1 John 4:2)

All of these statements are confessions of faith. If the Bible is your 

only creed, then you subscribe to these statements as your confessions of 

faith. But, there is no contradiction between believing the Bible and 

subscribing to a confession of faith. Good confessions of faith do nothing but 

summarize what the Bible teaches. This means that subscribing to a 

confession of faith is not only unavoidable, it is also absolutely necessary. 

When a Christian says, “I believe what the Bible says,” that’s good, but 

it doesn’t tell you much, if anything about what that Christian believes. Many 

Christians say they believe what the Bible says, but can’t tell you what the 

Bible actually says. Others can, but completely disagree about what the 

Bible actually says. What does the Bible say? If you answer that question 

(and you must), you are making a confession of faith. Confessional 

subscription is as simple as “I believe...”

So, what exactly is subscription? It is your agreement with a 

statement of faith. The word means “to sign at the bottom.” If you subscribe 

to a particular confession of faith, it is as though you are signing that 

confession, putting your own name on it. You are saying, “this confession is 

my confession.” Again, Robert Preus provides a helpful explanation:

Confessional subscription is a solemn act of confessing in which I 
willingly and in the fear of God confess my faith and declare to the 
world what is my belief, teaching and confession. This I do by pledging 
myself with my whole heart to certain definite, formulated confessions. 
I do this in complete assurance that these confessions are true and are 
correct expositions of Scripture. These symbolical writings 
[confessions] become for me permanent confessions and patterns of 
doctrine according to which I judge all other writings and teachers.2

There are several things to note about confessional subscription here. 

First, this isn’t a half-hearted agreement. There is a little Latin word for this 

half-hearted agreement or subscription, quatenus. It means “insofar as.” 
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This kind of subscription is agreement with your fingers 

crossed. 

You say, “I believe __________ insofar as...” Insofar as 

what? Insofar as you think that confession agrees with the 

Bible, right? Now, at first that sounds good; but it isn’t. 

Think about it this way. The opening statement of the 

Apostles’ Creed is: “I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.” Someone says, “I agree with 

that insofar as it agrees with the Bible.” Do you know 

whether or not he agrees with that part of the Creed? No, 

you don’t. He has qualified his subscription with his 

“insofar as.” He has told you nothing of what he actually 

believes about God the Father. In fact, all he has really told 

you is that he agrees with what the Bible says. But, he 

hasn’t told you what the Bible says, has he? What good is 

such a subscription? Preus writes that a quatenus, insofar 

as subscription is “a contradiction in terms and no real 

subscription at all. As John Conrad Dannhauer observed, 

one could subscribe to the Koran in so far as it agreed with 

Scripture.” 3

The problem with a quatenus confession is that it doesn’t 

actually confess anything.

A quatenus subscription says, “The Bible is the final 

authority,” but refuses tell you what the Bible says. Such 

a subscription really makes the subscriber the final 

authority, not the Bible.  Another late Lutheran Theodore 

Tappert said (referring to the Confessions as “the 
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symbols”),

If the church conceded that its ministers should not be required to 
interpret the Scriptures according to the symbols but interpret the 
symbols according to the Scriptures, subscription would not give the 
church any guarantee that the pledged minister would understand and 
expound the Scriptures as it does but rather as he himself thinks right. 
Thus the church would actually set up the changing personal 
convictions of its ministers as the symbol to which it would obligate 
them.4

Tappert is saying that if the church allows its pastors to make a quatenus 

subscription to its confession of faith, you will never know what your 

pastors believe, the pastor might change his mind, and the 

pastor will end up being his own authority, even over the 

Bible. I’ve been a pastor for more than twenty years. 

Believe me, you do not want your pastor to regard himself 

as the highest authority. 

This brings us to the second thing we should notice 

about confessional subscription. A quatenus subscription 

doesn’t tell me what you believe. But there is a kind of 

subscription that does. It goes by another little Latin word, 

quia. It means “because.” 

Again, words of the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in God 

the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” Someone 

says, “Well, I agree with that because it agrees with the 

Bible.” In other words, he is telling you that this 

statement, this confession is what he Bible says, and 

because of that, he believes it. Now you know what he 

believes. 
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Are there still a lot of details to explore about his statement of belief? 

Of course. But you aren’t left to guess what he thinks the Bible says. 

A quatenus subscription says, “The Bible is the final authority,” but 

refuses tell you what the Bible says. On the other hand, a quia subscription 

says, “This confession says what the Bible says, and the Bible is the final 

authority.” Such a subscription allows the Bible to remain the final authority 

and tells you exactly what the subscriber believes. It is a real, honest “I 

believe...”

That brings us to the third thing we need to know about confessional 

subscription. Preus says that a confession of faith “become[s] for me 

permanent confessions and patterns of doctrine according to which I judge 

all other writings and teachers.”

You see, confessional subscription is your “I believe...” Yet another late 

Lutheran, Charles Porterfield Krauth said of the sixteenth century Lutheran 

Confessions and the Bible,

Finding that they teach one and the same truth, we heartily 
acknowledge the Confession as a true exhibition of the faith of the 
Rule --a true witness to the one, pure, and unchanging faith of the 
Christian Church, and freely make it our own Confession, as truly as if 
it had been now first uttered by our lips, or had first gone forth from 
our hands." 5

But with that said, confessional subscription isn’t only about you, your 

confession, your beliefs; it is also about the Church. As a Lutheran, when I 

subscribe to the Lutheran Confessions unconditionally, I am not only saying 

“This is what I believe,” I am also saying, “This is what the Bible says” and, 

“This is what every Christian should believe,” and moreover, “This is what 

the true Christian Church has always believed.” Preus puts it this way,

Confessional subscription is not some sort of individualistic, 
autonomous act. ...It is a responsible public act of confession, done in 
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fellowship and union with the Christian church ...The confessions do 
not belong to me, but to the Church as the unanimously approved 
pattern of doctrine. They are above me or any individual.6 

This is a politically incorrect statement. Our postmodern world says we 

can’t know the truth, even the truth of the Bible, much less confess that 

truth with any certainty. Our postmodern world therefore rejects the 

possibility of an unconditional confessional subscription.

Unconditional confessional subscription requires us to say that there is 

such a thing as THE Christian faith. It requires us to say that this faith can 

be put into words that are in total agreement with the 

Bible. It requires us to stand up and confess that 

faith with the whole Church throughout time. I think 

that the Apostle Paul had this in mind when he told 

some of the first Christians, “Since we have the 

same spirit of faith according to what has been 

written, ‘I believed, and so I spoke,’ we also 

believe, and so we also speak.” (2 Corinthians 

4:13)

Is there more I could say about confessional 

subscription? Yes, books have been written on the 

subject. But, these are the most important things: 

Confessional subscription isn’t a half-hearted agreement, we don’t 

subscribe insofar as, but because a confession agrees with the Bible, and it 

isn’t only your confession, but the Church’s confession.

So, you really have no choice. You already subscribe to a confession. 

What is it? What do you believe? Do you believe it because it is what the 

Bible says? Is it what every Christian should believe? And, is it what the true 

Christian Church has always believed?
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Try this: Read my confession of faith, the 16th century Lutheran 

Confessions. You can find them here. Read them, and when they start to 

disagree with the Bible, stop reading. If you’re like me, once you start 

reading them, you won’t need to stop.
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2 Ibid.
3 Ibid., p. 43.
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Press, 1972, p. 66.
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169.
6 Preus, “Confessional Subscription.”
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theology and controversies on 
predestination, conversion, the 
Church, and her ministry.  

Gerhard’s Theological 
Commonplaces  
Never before translated, this 
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is the most comprehensive 
theology of the age of orthodoxy 
after the Reformation. 

Gerhard, Luther, 
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automatically—plus receive 30% savings off  
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Wittenberg Trail:
Why and Why Not?

by Mark Hemingway

So maybe you’ve heard the old saw about the philosophy professor 

who, in a fit of pique, writes his final exam such that it consists of a single 

word: “Why?” The students arrive in class that day and are a bit perplexed 

by the test, but that’s not exactly an unfamiliar feeling considering they’ve 

spent the last several weeks trying to parse Wittgenstein and Heidegger, and 

so they open their blue books and attack the test as earnestly as they can. 

Except for one student. He returns his test to the front of the lecture hall 

nearly as soon as it landed on his desk and walks out of class. It turns out 

he simply scrawled “Why not?” on his test and spent the rest of the 

afternoon ogling babes on the quad while the rest of the class slaved away, 

trying to impress the professor with their naive ontological and 

epistemological profundities. The professor, 

who’s honest enough to admit his test was 

too-clever-by-half, gives the kid the class’s 

only A plus.

Now this is a very postmodern 

parable, and it must be said that finding 

answers to really important questions is 

something that is best not approached 

cavalierly. But reflecting on my own journey 

to becoming a Christian, it must be said 

that there is a great temptation to over think things. One of the most 

humbling things about getting older is wrapping your head around the great 

irony that the more you know, the more you inevitably confront the limits of 
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what can be known. If you want to know why I’m a Christian—well, I submit 

to you that there are times when “why not?” is a theologically acceptable 

answer.

Let me explain. I regret to inform you that the only way to do this is to 

tell my personal story of how I came to be a Christian. We Lutherans don’t 

really do the testimony thing and there are some good reasons for being 

wary of the approach. There is an entire Christian subculture dedicated to 

fetishizing one’s conversion in the most florid and hyperbolic terms possible. 

By now, we’re all familiar with the oeuvre: “It was 3 a.m. in a dingy hotel on 

the outskirts of Vegas, and I found myself weeping over a Gideon 

Bible and pouring my last bottle of Night Train down the 

sink. My tears had turned John 3:16 into an illegible 

smudge when the spirit of the Lord started to wash over 

me. I knew right then and there...”

And in my particular case, I think I might 

actually have PTSD—Post Testimony Stress Disorder. I was 

raised in the Mormon church, and the first Sunday of every 

month was something called “fast and testimony meeting.” 

Rather than the usual service, it was open mic at the altar. 

People lined up in the aisles for a shot at telling the 

congregation about their personal struggles and how 

overcoming them reaffirmed their faith. Occasionally, it was inspiring. More 

often, it was cringe-worthy. Not only that, the public venue encouraged a 

sort of oneupmanship. The more dramatic the experience recounted, the 

more deeply it was felt—the more it was evidence of their faith.

To say that I categorically reject this approach to faith would be a 

gross understatement. I remember vividly the increasingly urgent pleas of 

my church’s youth leaders as I came of age: I needed to pray to learn that 
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my church is true; God would reveal his truth to me; I would feel it. And if I 

didn’t feel it, well that just meant I needed to pray more. But even as an 

adolescent, I quickly realized emotionalism isn’t proof of anything. In his 

recent book, Broken: 7 ''Christian'' Rules That Every Christian Ought to 

Break as Often as Possible, Pastor Jonathan Fisk rather pithily sums up what 

I came to believe a long time ago: “There is a chasm of difference between 

believing feelings are a gift from God and believing feelings are God.”

But having spelled out the necessary caveats, let me make it clear that 

I have no desire to pass judgment on the sincerity of other Christians and 

their heartfelt stories. My hope is to maybe meet them in the middle. 

Whether we want to or not, we are called upon to defend our faith, to 

witness, to evangelize— and I think that goes double for those of us who 

squirm at the thought of doing so. I don’t pretend to have any great unique 

insight into my faith and how it was acquired, but I’ll try my best. I’ll even 

preemptively ask your patience and forgiveness. To quote 2 Corinthians, “As 

you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, 

and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.” Here’s 

my story. (Sorry, but I still can’t yet bring myself to use the T-word in 

conjunction with a first person pronoun.)

I mentioned before that I was raised Mormon. My dad was an adult 

convert, who dutifully attended other churches growing up, but as far as I 

can tell that amounted to going to whatever church was closest to the base 

where my grandfather was stationed. My mother’s side of the family, 

however, goes back nearly to the founding of the Mormon church. They 

dragged handcarts across the plains and settled in Idaho. That’s a nontrivial 

detail; Mormonism is as much a culture and heritage as it is a church. That 

helps explain why I’m not a bitter about my former faith. I was blessed with 

a decent and hardworking family that tried a lot harder than most to teach 
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me right from wrong. Participating in their faith was a large part of that. I’m 

grateful.

But the problems I had with my faith were very real, and worse, they 

were very rational concerns. Aside from rejecting the emotionalism, the 

approach to sin was troubling. The church urged good works above nearly all 

else. Good works are, well, good. But human beings are inherently sinful. If 

you believe that your salvation is dependent on some cosmic scorecard 

where your works are measured against your sins, well that’s problematic. 

Many Mormons I know accomplished many impressive and laudable things 

trying to live up to this impossible task. But many others were led to despair 

over their personal failings.

I didn’t know what I believed—but I didn’t believe that I was going to 

earn my way to heaven. I was always respectful of my parents, but when I 

left my house I left my church. I spent the next few years adrift, doing a 

great many things I’ve had to atone for. Not to diminish my sins, which are 

copious and damning, but you might be more familiar with what I went 

through if I referred to this period as “college.” If you really want irrefutable 

proof that I had abandoned God, I majored in journalism.

After I was done with school, for 

the sake of my long-suffering parents, I 

tried to grow up. I moved away and got 

my first real job. At my very first staff 

meeting a girl in a tailored business suit 

and heels strolled in slightly late. If my 

memory serves me correctly, she was 

walking in slow-motion, staring straight at 

me, and provocatively tossing her hair. This 

woman would later become my wife Mollie, 
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though I believe she might dispute my version of our first encounter as 

being much more mundane.

In any event, at this point in my life I really had no use for religion. 

But Mollie was a pastor’s daughter who went to church every Sunday. 

Weirdly, she exhibited none of the false pieties I’d come to associate with 

religion. Even stranger was that she was quite forthcoming about what she 

believed and how it shaped her thinking and, more often than not, I found it 

very hard to disagree with her. So I started going to church with her, even if 

part of me was still more interested in getting in her good graces rather than 

the Lord’s.

Eventually my interest in Lutheranism began in earnest. But here’s 

where I think my conversion differs from the traditional narrative: I’d never 

really had problem believing God, Jesus or redemption. I had always been a 

creatively minded person; my vocation was that of a writer. My avocations 

were artistic as well, having been a semi-pro musician, among other things. 

I think I'd always felt that there was little separating those fleeting moments 

of pure inspiration and experiencing the divine. 

You'd think that would have made my conversion an easy sell. 

However, I'd already been part of a church where the product fell far short of 

the marketing materials. If I was going to be associated with a particular 

flavor of God, I wanted a better answer than “you'll feel it's true” or some 

abstract acceptance that their was a Creator. And on many levels 

Lutheranism did a fantastic job of addressing my rational concerns. It took a 

while, but once I started wrapping my head around the Doctrine of 

Justification and the concept of Law and Gospel, it was a pretty powerful 

antidote to the legalism I had already rejected. 

However, understanding and agreeing with these theological precepts 
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is not the same thing as desiring forgiveness. My long suffering pastor, who 

happens to be an extremely intelligent man, met with me every week I was 

available and dutifully answered all the questions I had. But because I had 

already accepted the basic doctrines of Lutheranism, you might wonder what 

we talked about. I wanted an answer for everything. I remember spending 

hours talking about the theological underpinnings of arcane details of church 

governance. My pastor did a good job of pretending not to be exasperated. 

But I noticed, and to my eternal shame I didn't much care and kept 

peppering him with questions. I still had way too much pride bound up in not 

getting fooled again. Time dragged on. 

So what finally pushed me over the edge? As much as I don't want to 

believe that God reveals himself in a single dramatic moment, the crazy 

thing is that I can pinpoint the moment where I knew I was becoming a 

Christian. Was this a revelatory come-to-Jesus moment? Did the spirit wash 

over me? Well, not in any conventional sense. But for whatever reason, it did 

the trick. Four months after it happened, I was baptized on Quasimodo 

Geniti, the week after Easter. 

It happened this way. Mollie asked if I wanted to take a trip with her to 

visit her family in Colorado over the holidays. (At this point we were still 

more than two years away from our eventual marriage.) Even someone such 

as myself who has the emotional attenuation of a piece of sheetrock could 

not mistake this as a sign that maybe Mollie was considering taking our 

relationship to a very serious level. I would have to pass muster with her 

family. 

We flew out there and things went great. I was welcomed with 

enthusiasm by Mollie's family and I was acing the test, or so I thought. We 

were staying at her house, her sister Kiki was generous and funny and we'd 

had great fun playing with the nieces and nephew. One small issue, however, 
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had yet to come up. Mollie was driving us out to a restaurant, I was sitting in 

the front seat, and Kiki was in the back.  Anyway, Kiki finally got around to 

asking if I was Lutheran. Mollie said, well, no – but I was taking one-on-one 

instruction with her pastor. Kiki asked how that was going. I said, I felt really 

good about it and this was true. Kiki asked how long I'd been taking 

instruction with my pastor. I thought about it for a second and said, “Oh, 

about two years.” 

And then she hit me. Kiki reached right out from behind my seat and 

smacked me in the back if the head. My sister-in-law is a lovely woman, but 

I think it's fair to describe what happened next as shrieking. “TWO YEARS? 

AND YOU HAVEN'T BEEN BAPTIZED?!” 

Stunned, I looked to Mollie for some cue on how to handle what just 

happened. She drove on, looking somewhere between bemused and 

terrified, which didn't help me much since that's the natural state of our 

relationship. I could feel the indignation welling up within me. I hadn't been 

baptized because I still had questions that needed answering! What those 

questions were was irrelevant. The important thing was that I felt 

comfortable with my level of knowledge about Lutheranism. I turned to face 

my future sister-in-law and was about to open my mouth and set her 

straight for so rudely... 

But before I could say anything, she looked right at me and asked me 

the one question I knew I couldn't answer: “Why not?”

Mark Hemingway is a Senior Writer for The Weekly Standard. He lives with his 
wife Mollie and two daughters in Alexandria, Virginia where he attends 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
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    From the producers of Issues, Etc.

Easter music begins March 31, 2013

Listen anytime at
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Download a bulletin insert under the Support page at 
lutheranpublicradio.org



Dear Issues, Etc. Listener:

In the name of Jesus, greetings. 

Issues, Etc. is listener supported. One of the best ways you can support Issues, Etc. in 
2013 is by joining the Issues, Etc. Reformation Club, our monthly or annual giving club. 

The Issues, Etc. Reformation Club has four levels of giving: 

CONFESSOR
($25/month, $250/year)

“I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” by Pastor Matt Harrison

APOLOGIST
($50/month, $500/year)

“I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy”
2 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month

REFORMER
($100/month, $1,000/year)

“I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy”
4 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month

Your Church’s contact information posted at our website (IE 300)

PATRON
($200/month, $2,000/year)

“I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy”
6 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month

Your Church’s contact information posted at our website (IE 300)
Bi-monthly written transcript of an IE broadcast

To join the Issues, Etc. Reformation Club in 2013, just send an email 
to craig@issuesetc.org or call (618) 223-8385. 

Thanks for your support of Issues, Etc., past, present and future, and thanks for listening.

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, Host
Issues, Etc.
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Find a Church

Alabama

Hope Lutheran Church
Rev Dr. Carl Beckwith
4800 Montevallo Rd
Birmingham AL 35210
205-956-1930

Trinity Lutheran
Rev P J Moore
1885 Rainbow Dr
Gadsen AL 35901
256-546-1712

Arizona

Calvary Lutheran
Rev Michael Joynt
711 7th Ave
Yuma AZ 85364
928-783-3024

California

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev R. John Perling
436 South Beverly Dr
Beverly Hills CA 90212
310-277-1164

Faith Lutheran
Rev Ronald Hodel
Rev Jeremy Rhode
34381 Calle Portola
Capistrano Beach CA 92624
949-496-1901

St John Lutheran
Rev Don Wiley
820 North La Cadena Dr
Colton CA 92324
909-825-2395

Lutheran Church of Our Savior
Rev Dennis Bestul
Rev John Bestul
5825 Bollinger Rd
Cupertino CA 95014
408-252-0345

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Peter Ledic
2305 Camino Tassajara
Danville CA 94506
925-736-2270

Peace Lutheran
Rev Gregory Young
4672 North Cedar Ave
Fresno CA 93726
559-222-2320

The Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Bruce von Hindenburg
902 Maple St
Inglewood CA 90301
310-671-7644

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev Brandon Jones
2283 Palo Verde Ave
Long Beach CA 90815
562-596-4409

Our Savior's Lutheran
Rev Dan Kistler
4400 Cabrillo Hwy
Pacifica CA 94044
650-359-1550

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Mark Stenbeck
6404 Pentz Rd
Paradise CA 95969
530-877-7321

Our Savior's Lutheran
Rev William Lindemeyer
725 N Fairview St
Ridgecrest CA 93555
706-375-7921

The Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior
Rev Scott Klemsz
1230 Luther Way
Salinas CA 93901
831-422-6352

Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Rev Paul Willweber
6801 Easton Ct
San Diego CA 92120
619-583-1436

Grace Lutheran
Rev Charles Froh
2825 Alameda De Las Pulgas
San Mateo CA 94403
650-345-9068

Pilgrim Lutheran
Rev Nathan Kilian
1730 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 90403
310-829-4113

Colorado

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Donal Widger
2221 North Wahsatch Ave
Colorado Springs CO 80907
719- 633-7661

University Hills Lutheran 
4949 E. Eastman Ave
Denver CO 80222
303-759-0161

Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev Geoffrey Wagner
4022 Park Ln
Elizabeth CO 80107
303-646-1378

Peace with Christ Lutheran
Rev Ralph Patrick
1424 West Swallow Rd
Fort Collins CO 80526
970-226-4721

Gloria Christi Lutheran
Rev John Frahm
1322 31st Ave
Greeley CO 80634-6328
970-353-2554

St John's Lutheran
Rev Terrence Buethe
405 S Albany St
Yuma CO 80759
970-848-2210

Florida

Grace Lutheran Church
Rev Keith Lingsch
860 Banyan Blvd
Naples FL 34102
239-261-7421

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Rev Randy Blankschaen
24 W Wright St
Pensacola FL 32501
850-438-8138

Idaho

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev Tim Pauls
Rev David Hrachovina
5009 Cassia St
Boise ID 83705
208-343-7212

Illinois

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev Ben Ball
Rev Joel Brondos
Rev Walter Otten
9035 Grant
Brookfield IL 60513
708-485-6987

St. John Lutheran 
Rev Mark Elliott
Rev Jeff Caithamer
509 S Mattis Ave
Champaign IL 61821
217-359-1123

St. John Lutheran 
Rev Richard Heinz
4939 West Montrose Ave
Chicago IL 60641
773-736-1112

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev Michael Walther
Rev Paul Hemenway
1300 Belt Line Rd
Collinsville IL 62234
618-344-3151
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Zion Lutheran
Rev Gary Wright
17618 Hubbard Road
East Moline IL 61244
309-496-2186

Calvary Lutheran
Rev Mark Bestul
535 N McLean Blvd
Elgin IL 60123
847-741-5433

Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev Bruce Keseman
612 N State St
Freeburg IL 62243
618-539-5664

Hope Lutheran
Rev David Fielding
3715 Wabash Ave
Granite City IL 62040
(618) 876-7568

St. Paul Lutheran
6969 W. Frontage Rd
Worden IL 62097
P.O. Box 247
Hamel IL 62046
618-633-2209

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev Brian Holle
801 N Madison St
Lebanon IL 62254
618-537-2300

St Pauls Lutheran 
Rev Mark Hein
1500 S Briggs St
Lockport IL 60441
815-838-1832

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Kirk Clayton
101 South Railway
Mascoutah IL 62258
618 566-7345

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Apostles
Rev Ralph Tausz
10429 W Fullerton Ave
Melrose Park IL 60164
847-455-0903

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev Michael Kumm
Rev Todd Wilken
503 E Washington St
Millstadt IL 62260
618-476-3101

Bethany Lutheran 
Rev Timothy Rossow
Rev Stephen Schumacher
Rev Jonathan Fisk
1550 Modaff Rd
Naperville IL 60565
630-355-2198

Christ Lutheran 
Rev Robert Niehus
607 Harvard St
Oak Park IL 60304
708-386-3306

Zion Lutheran
Rev Donald Pritchard
525 N. Cartwright
Pleasant Plains IL 62677
217-626-1282

St. John Lutheran
Rev Mark Brockhoff
1800 S Rodenburg Rd
Schaumburg IL 60193
847-524-9746

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Craig Meissner
12 West 34th Place
Steger IL 60417
708-754-2345

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev David Balla
331 George Street
West Chicago IL 60185
630-231-1175

Indiana

Faith Lutheran 
Rev Todd Riordan
6000 W State Rd 46
Columbus IN 47201
812-342-3587

Grace Lutheran 
Rev John Armstrong
3201 Central Ave
Columbus IN 47203
812-372-4859

St John Lutheran 
Rev Michael Mueller
12308 E CR 1160 N
Evanston IN 47531
812-547-2007

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Peterson
202 West Rudisill Blvd
Fort Wayne IN 46807
260-744-2585

St Paul's Lutheran 
Rev David Shadday
3932 Mi Casa Ave
Indianapolis IN 46237
317-787-4464

St Peter Lutheran
Rev Seth Mierow
2525 E 11th St
Indianapolis IN 46201
317-638-7245

St. James Lutheran
Rev KC Denning
430 Ninth St
Logansport IN 46947
574-753-4227

Christ Lutheran 
Rev Adrian Piazza
10055 E 186th St
Noblesville IN 46060
317-773-3669

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Andrew Currao
Rev Daniel Lepley
504 N. Walnut St
Seymour IN 47274
812-522-1837

Immanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran
Rev Jacob Sutton
645 Poplar St
Terre Haute IN 47807
812-232-4972

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Eric Ahlemeyer
4413 South State Rd 135
Vallonia, IN 47281
812-358-3225

Heritage Lutheran 
Rev Joseph Ostafinski
308 Washington St
Valparaiso IN 46383
219-464-2810

Advent Lutheran 
Rev John Fiene
11250 N Michigan Rd
Zionsville IN 46077
317-873-6318

Iowa

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev Kevin Johnson
1100 Market St
Carlisle IA 50047
515-989-3841

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Michael Knox
904 Bluff St
Cedar Falls IA 50613
319-266-2509

St Paul Lutheran
Rev Nathan Dudley
2463 State Hwy 2
Clarinda IA 51632
712-542-1505

St Mary Evangelical Lutheran
Rev Jeff Siegel
505 Euclid Ave
Des Moines IA 50313
515-244-4018

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev J.R. Wheeler
101 E View Pl
Osceola IA 50213
641-342-3121

St John Lutheran
Rev David Klinge
1956 Durham Ave
State Center IA 50247
641-483-2578
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Kansas

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Troy Slater
802 E Trapp St
Herington KS 67449
785-258-3122

Grace Lutheran
Rev Dale Dumperth
800 E 1St St
McPherson KS 67460-3614
620-241-1627

Augsburg Lutheran
Rev J W Watson
13902 W 67th St
Shawnee KS 66216
785-331-3890

St John's Lutheran
Rev Peter Lange
901 SW Fillmore St
Topeka KS 66606
785-354-7132

Kentucky

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Matthew Vesey
2255 Eastland Pkwy
Lexington KY 40505
859-299-9615

Louisiana

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Rev Aaron Stinnett
1905 Highway 59
Mandeville LA 70448
985-674-0377

Maryland

Zion Lutheran
Rev Robert Riebau
209 N Main St
Accident MD 21520
301-746-8170

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev William Stottlemyer
3738 Resley Rd
Hancock MD 21750
301-678-7180

St. James Lutheran
Rev J Thomas Foelber
8 W Overlea Ave
Overlea MD 21206
410-668-0158

Michigan

Peace Lutheran
Rev Thomas Messer
325 E Warwick Dr
Alma MI 48801
989-463-5754

Grace Lutheran
Rev David Reed
303 Ruth St
Auburn MI 48611
989-662-6161

Emmanuel Lutheran 
Rev Joel Baseley
800 S Military St
Dearborn MI 48124
313-565-4002

Resurrection Lutheran 
Rev Scott Benjamin
20531 Kelly Rd
Detroit MI 48225
313-372-4902

Zion Lutheran
Rev Mark Braden
4305 North Military Avenue
Detroit MI 48210
313-894-7450

Epiphany Lutheran
Rev Jonathon Krenz
4219 Park Ln
Dorr MI 49323
616-681-0791

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev David Fleming
Rev North Sherrill, Jr.
2900 Burton St SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546
616-949-0710

Zion Lutheran
Rev Roger James
135 W Green St
Marshall MI 49068
269-781-8982

St. John Lutheran
Rev Edward Steeh
62657 North Ave
Ray MI 48096
586-749-5286

Lutheran Church of the 
Incarnate Word
c/o Lutheran High Northwest
Rev Allen Lunneberg
1000 Bagley Ave
Rochester Hills MI 48309
248-930-0173

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Michael Allen
6356 Center Street
Unionville MI 48767
989-674-8681

Minnesota

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Preston Paul
128 Filmore St SE
Chatfield MN 55923
507-867-4604

St. John's Evangelical 
Lutheran
Rev Steven C. Briel
Rev Matthew P. Johnson
9141 County Rd 101
Corcoran MN 55340
763-420-2426

Mt. Olive Lutheran
Rev Robert Franck
2012 E Superior St
Duluth MN 55812
218-724-2500

Shepherd of the Lake 
Lutheran
Rev Jonathan Rusnak
10583 US Hwy 169
Garrison MN 56450
320-692-4581

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Donald Klatt
510 Olivia St
Holloway MN 56249
302-394-2452

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Donald Klatt
1746 30th St NW
Holloway MN 56249
302-394-2308

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Brian Thorson
47334 132nd St
Lewisville MN 56060
507-435-2201

Our Saviour's Lutheran 
Rev Jon Olson
1102 7th Ave SW
Pipestone MN 56164
507-825-4124

Glory of Christ Lutheran
Rev Klemet Preus
Rev John Fehrman
4040 Hwy 101 N
Plymouth MN 55446
763-478-6031

Christ Lutheran
Rev Scott Schilbe
2904 2oth St SE
Rochester MN 55904
507-289-0271

St Johns Lutheran
Rev Christopher Horton
14385 Blaine Ave E
Rosemount MN 55068-5929
651-423-2149

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Jeffrey Kuddes
29972 570th Ave
Waltham MN 55982
507-567-2272

Our Savior's Lutheran
Rev Paul Sajban
1157 3rd Ave
Windom MN 56101
507-831-3522
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Mississippi

Christ Lutheran
Rev Dr James Holowach
4423 I-55 North
Jackson MS 39206
601-366-2055

Missouri

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Warren Woerth
2211 Tenbrook Rd
Arnold MO 63010
636-296-1292

Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Rev David Bretscher
12397 Natural Bridge Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-291-2395

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Keith Ellerbrock
3765 Mc Kelvey Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-739-0022

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev Mark Below
15750 Baxter Rd
Chesterfield MO 63017
636-532-0400

St Paul Lutheran
Rev David Smith
Rev Kevin Armbrust
12345 Manchester Rd
Des Peres MO 63131
314-822-0447

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev James Gier
1215 Baldwin St
Excelsior Springs MO 64024
816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Rick Pettey
601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran
Rev Rick Pettey
601 Kingsbury Blvd
Gravelton MO 63645
573-783-2405

Christ Lutheran
Rev Tyler Arnold
Rev Brandon Froiland
6700 NW 72nd St
Kansas City MO 64151
816-741-0483

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev Mark Stridivant
2003 NE Englewood Rd
Kansas City MO 64118
816-452-9113

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev James Dunn
4203 Tracy Ave
Kansas City MO 64110
816-561-0561

Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran
Rev Richard Futrell
103 Kimberling Boulevard
Kimberling City MO 65686
417-739-2512

Village Lutheran 
Rev Kevin Golden
Rev Matthew Harrison
9237 Clayton Rd
Ladue MO 63124
314-993-1834

Trinity Lutheran
Rev David Oberdieck
1300 Kent Dr
Lebanon MO 65536
417-532-2717

Zion Lutheran 
Dr Ken Schurb
1075 E Urbandale Dr
Moberly MO 65270
660-263-3256

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev Keith Wachter
8945 Veterans Memorial Pkwy
O'Fallon MO 63366
636-272-4505

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Thomas Handrick
Rev Matthew Marks
453 N West St
Perryville MO 63775
573-547-8317

Christ Lutheran
Rev Tyler Arnold
Rev Brandon Froiland
6700 NW 72nd St
Platte Woods MO 64151
816-741-0483

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Doug Gaunt
4795 N Hwy 94
Saint Charles MO 63301
636-250-3350

Holy Cross Evangelical 
Lutheran
Rev Lawrence Bradt
200 Market St
Saint Genevieve MO 63670
573-883-5361

Peace Lutheran
Dr Dennis A. Kastens
Rev Jon C. Furgeson
737 Barracksview Rd
Saint Louis MO 63125
314-892-5610

Prince of Peace 
Dr Mark Smith
8646 New Sappington Rd
Saint Louis MO 63126
314-843-8448

Hope Lutheran
Rev Randy Asburry
Rev Daniel Preus
5218 Neosho St
Saint Louis MO 63109
314-352-0014

Concordia Lutheran
Rev Alan Wollenburg
836 Park Ave
Sikeston MO 63801
573-471-5842

Grace Lutheran
Rev Luke Wolters
528 W Hudson St
Wellsville MO 63384
573-684-2106

Montana

Christ The King Lutheran
Rev Ryan Wendt
759 Newman Ln
Billings MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

Nebraska

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Jonathan Rathjan
34 Alden Dr
Auburn NE 68305
402-274-4210

St. Paul's Lutheran
Rev Allen K. Strawn
506 Main St
Bridgeport NE 69336
308-262-0424

Zion Lutheran
Rev David Kahle
1305 Broadway
Imperial NE 69033
308-882-5655

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Lance Berndt
Rev Clint Poppe
3825 Wildbriar Ln
Lincoln NE 68516
402-423-7639

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Mark Ebert
510 S 33rd St
Lincoln NE 68501
402-477-1710

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Jon Sollberger
36712 Church Rd
Louisville NE 68037
402-234-5980

New Hampshire

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Donald Colageo
673 Weston Rd
Manchester NH 03103
603-622-1514
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New Jersey

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Rev Ronald Stephens
340 Palisade Ave
Garfield NJ 07026
973-478-7434

New York

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Wade Miller
9020 3rd Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-0130

St. John's Lutheran
Rev Brian Noack
48 Greene Ave
Sayville, NY 11782
631-589-3202

North Carolina

All Saints Lutheran
Rev Kent Schaaf
17030 Lancaster Hwy
Charlotte NC 28277
704-752-4287

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Kevin Martin
1500 Glenwood Ave
Raleigh NC 27608
919-832-8822

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev Thomas Olson
3353 US 176 North
Tyron NC 28782
828-859-0379

Ohio

Gethsemane Lutheran 
Rev Brett Cornelius
219 E Church St
Marion OH 43302
740-375-0599

St. John Lutheran 
Rev Stephen Niermann
16035 County Rd U
Napoleon OH 43505
419-598-8961

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev Robert Green
7500 State Rd
Parma OH 44134
440-845-2230

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
Rev John Rutz
13101 Five Point Rd
Perrysburg OH 43551
419-874-6939

Oklahoma

St Mark Lutheran
Rev Mark Erler
1501 N Bryant
Edmond OK 73034
405-340-0192

Grace Lutheran
Rev Christian Tiews
2331 E 5th Pl
Tulsa OK 74104
918-592-2999

Oregon

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev Bruce Ley
2515 Queen Ave SE
Albany OR 97322
541-928-0214

Pennsylvania

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Rev Michael Podeszwa
60 Rochester Rd
Freedom PA 15042
724-728-3881

St John Lutheran
Rev Robert Kieselowsky
25 E Scenic Rd
Springfield PA 19064
610-543-3100

Grace Lutheran
Rev David Young
1169 W Street Rd
Warminster PA 18974
215-672-8181

South Carolina

Holy Trinity Lutheran
Rev Christopher Burger
2215 Devine St
Columbia SC 29205
803-799-7224

Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd
Rev Steven Saxe
1601 N. Pleasantburg Dr
Greenville SC 29609
864-244-5825

South Dakota

Peace Lutheran Church
Rev David Lindenberg
219 E Saint Anne St
Rapid City SD 57701
605-721-6480

Christ Lutheran
Rev Matthew Nix
4801 E 6th St
Sioux Falls SD 57110
605-338-3769

Tennessee

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Philip Young
800 Bellevue Rd
Nashville TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

Texas

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Paul Harris
1207 W 45th
Austin TX 78756
512-453-3835

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev Mark Nuckols
3501 Red River St
Austin TX 78705
512-472-8301

Bethel Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
1701 N Broadway
Ballinger TX 76821
325-942-9275

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Brent McGuire
Rev Michael Schuermann
7611 Park Lane
Dallas TX 75225
214-368-1371

Grace Lutheran
Rev Carl Roth
801 W 11th St
Elgin TX 78621
512-281-3367

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
12358 Country Rd 5500
Eola TX 76937
325-942-9275

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Grassley
4513 Williams Rd
Fort Worth TX 76116
817-560-0030

Memorial Lutheran
Dr Scott Murray
Rev Charles St-Onge
5800 Westheimer Rd
Houston TX 77057
713-782-6079

Our Savior Lutheran
Dr Laurence White
Rev Thomas Glammeyer
Rev Paul Williams
5000 West Tidwell Rd
Houston TX 77091
713-290-9087
Messiah Lutheran 
Rev Glenn Huebel
Rev Dennis Kitzmann
1308 Whitley Rd
Keller, TX 76248
817-431-2345

First Lutheran 
Rev Michael Monterastelli
1001 Atkinson Dr
Lufkin TX 75901
936-634-7468

Faith Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
801 1st St
Ozona TX 76943
325-942-9275
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Faith Lutheran
Rev James Woelmer
Rev Robert Hill
Rev Jacob Sutton
1701 E Park Blvd
Plano TX 75074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev John Lindner
3601 W. 15th St
Plano TX 75075
972-867-5588

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev Robert Budewig
Rev Randall Wehmeyer
3536 YMCA Dr
San Angelo TX 76904
325-944-8660

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev Kim De Vries
308 Mount Calvary Dr
San Antonio TX 78209
210-824-8748

Hope Lutheran 
Rev Thomas Baden
417 E 2nd St
Sonora TX 76950
325-942-9275

Living Word Lutheran Church
Rev Daniel Quinn
Rev Jeffrey Ware
9500 North Panther Creek Dr
The Woodlands TX 77381
281-363-4860

Virginia

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Christopher Esget
1801 Russell Rd
Alexandria VA 22301
703-549-0155

St. Athanasius Lutheran
Rev James Douthwaite
114 Kingsley Rd SW
Vienna VA 22180
703-455-4003

Washington

Peace Lutheran
Rev Daniel Freeman
2071 Bishop Rd
Chehalis WA 98532
360-748-4108

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev Kurt Onken
9209 State Ave
Marysville WA 98270
360-659-4112

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Ernie Lassman
Rev Trevor Mankin
7050 35th Ave NE
Seattle WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024

Wisconsin

St. John's Lutheran
Rev John Neugebauer
E 5221 Church Rd
Algoma WI 54201
920-487-2335

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev Larry Myers
Rev Eric Skovgaard
945 N Terrace Dr
Elm Grove WI 53122
262-797-2970

Mount Zion Lutheran
Rev Aaron Koch
3820 W Layton Ave
Greenfield WI 53221
414-282-4900

Saint Stephen Lutheran
Rev Daniel Seehafer
Rev Jonathan Szczesny
505 N Palmatory St
Horicon WI 53032
920-485-668

Peace Lutheran
Rev Terry Ahlemeyer
1228 S Park Ave
Neenah WI 54956
920-725-0510

St. John Lutheran
Rev Daniel Torkelson
312 N Main St
North Prairie WI 53153
262-392-2170

Grace Lutheran
Rev Randal Poppe
3700 Washington Ave
Racine WI 53405
262-633-4831

St Jakobi Lutheran
Rev Travis Kleinschmidt
W 8089 County Rd A
Shawano WI 54166
715-524-4347

Luther Memorial Chapel
Dr Ken Wieting
3833 N Maryland Ave
Shorewood WI 53211
414-332-5732

Peace Lutheran
Rev Peter Bender
W240 N6145 Maple Ave
Sussex WI 53089
262-246-3200

Pilgrim Lutheran 
Rev Joseph Fisher
Rev Christopher Raffa
462 Meadowbrook Dr
West Bend WI 53090
262-334-0375

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev Michael Henrichs
6021 N Santa Monica Blvd
Whitefish Bay WI 53217
414-332-4458

Wyoming

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Daniel Holthus
1240 S Missouri Ave
Casper WY 82609
307-234-0568

Zion Lutheran
Rev Paul Rosberg
601 S 9th St
Douglas WY 82633-2704
307-358-2810

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Scott Firminhac
Rev Jared Tucher
1001 E 9th St
Gillette WY 82717
307-682-4886

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev David Bott
175 N. Willow St
Jackson WY 83001
307-733-3409

Zion Lutheran
Rev Shawn Kumm
406 S. 19th St
Laramie WY 82070
307-745-9262

CANADA

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Garry Heintz
13 Marion St
Kakabeka Falls ON P0T 1W0
807-473-9164

Bethel Lutheran
Rev Jamie Bosma
264 Wilson St
Thunder Bay ON P7B1M9
807-344-8322
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