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Dear Journal Reader,

Greetings in the name of Jesus.

In this edition of the Journal, we offer an article for the Christmas and 
Epiphany seasons, “God In a Box.” This article answers the objections of 
religious relativism with the Good News of the Incarnation. Jesus, God in the 
flesh, is God with us and for us.

Our Wittenberg Trail feature is from Pastor Michael Schuermann. He tells his 
story of how the Word of God led him from the vague spirituality of 
Therapeutic, Moralistic Deism to the rock solid theology and comfort of the 
Reformation.

And as usual, you’ll find our list of supporting congregations in the Find a 
Church section at the end of the Journal.

Enjoy the Journal. 

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, host
Issues, Etc.
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God In A Box
by Todd Wilken

 

You can’t put God in a box! How 

often have you heard someone say 

that? Perhaps you have said it 

yourself.

Usually when we say, “you 

can’t put God in a box,” we mean that we 

can’t put a limit on what God can do, that 

nothing is impossible for God. However, 

today “you can’t put God in a box” has 

become the creed of religious relativism. Religious 

relativism teaches that all religious beliefs are a matter 

of perspective, that all religions are equally valid and that no one religion 

possesses absolute truth. For example, I once saw a bumper sticker that 

read, “My God is too big to fit into your religion.” The point that the driver 

was trying to make was that God cannot be known through any one religion, 

and that every religion (including Christianity) offers, at best, only partial 

knowledge of God.

At first glance, you might be tempted to agree. After all, we Christians 

believe that God is big —infinite in fact. Perhaps God is like that elephant. 

Perhaps you can’t put God in a box. Perhaps He is too big to fit into any one 

religion, even Christianity. Even King Solomon said, “Will God indeed dwell 

on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heavens cannot contain You.”1 
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But look again at the familiar account of Jesus’ birth. Luke tells us how 

Joseph and Mary and came to Bethlehem. Then he writes:

So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her 
to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped 
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger.2 

Mary put God in a box.  

The mother of our Lord took her newborn son, God in human flesh, 

and laid him in a box, a feeding trough. Mary put God in a box, literally.

Is this just a clever play on words? No, it isn’t. While Mary was laying 

her baby in the manger, the angel was announcing his birth to the 

shepherds. The angel told the shepherds that if 

they went to Bethlehem and looked 

into that manger, they would find 

God in the flesh: 

For there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ 

the Lord.  And this will be the sign to 
you: you will find a babe wrapped in 

swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.3 

There’s more. Before Mary laid God in the 

manger, Mary held God in her arms. For nine months prior to that, Mary 

carried God in her womb. Nine months earlier, Mary had heard and believed 

the angel’s words: 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall 
name Him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His 
kingdom will have no end.4

Right then and there in Mary’s womb, King Solomon’s question, “will 

God indeed dwell on the earth?” was answered. Yes, God will dwell on earth. 
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The God Whom the heavens and the highest heavens cannot contain will not 

only dwell on earth, He will take up residence first in Mary’s womb. 

Saint Paul writes of Jesus, “In Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in 

bodily form.”5 The baby in Mary’s womb, the baby in Mary’s arms and the 

baby lying in the manger is God in the flesh. There at Bethlehem, the 

fullness of God was found in a box at Mary’s feet. Luther wrote: “I know of 

no God but this One in the manger…”

The angel does not declare that he is in heaven... 'He points out that 
he has come to us in our flesh and blood... remain down here and 
listen, 'Unto you a Savior.' Reason and will would ascend and seek 
above, but if you will have joy, bend yourself down to this place. There 
you will find that boy given for you Who is your Creator, lying in a 
manger. I will stay with that boy as He sucks, is washed, and dies. 
There is no joy but in this boy. Take Him away and you face the 
Majesty which terrifies. I know of no God but this One in the manger. 
Do not let yourself be turned away from this humanity. What 
wonderful words (Col. 2:9)! He is not only a man and a servant, but 
that person lying in the manger is both man and God essentially, not 
separated one from the other, but as born of a virgin. If you separate 
them, the joy is gone. O You boy, lying in the manger, You are truly 
the God who has created me, and You will not be wrathful with me 
because You come to me in this loving way— a more loving way 
cannot be imagined.6

Religious relativists say, “you can’t put God in a box.” They mean that 

God cannot be known through any one religion, they reduce all theology to 

speculation. As Luther says, “reason and will would ascend and seek above.” 

But the true God cannot be found above, but below. The truth is, God cannot 

be truly known apart from that God in the flesh, that God in a box, that baby 

in the manger.

Against the claims of religious relativism, Scripture declares that the 

Triune God has revealed Himself in all His fullness in bodily form in Jesus 

Christ --and in no other way. Contrary to all modern religious sensibilities, 
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there really is one, and only one way to know God. To know Jesus is to know 

God, and apart from Jesus God cannot truly be known: 

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the 
Son has the Father also... Everyone who goes on ahead and does not 
abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in 
the teaching has both the Father and the Son.7

Matthew begins the story of Jesus’ birth with an angel visiting Joseph. 

He says of the child in Mary’s womb:

...that which is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us).

This is how God is with us —in the 

human flesh of Jesus. More than that, this is 

how God is for us —in the human flesh of Jesus.

It pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by 
Him to reconcile all things to Himself; by Him, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His 
Cross.8

Jesus traveled the path of the Virgin’s womb to the Cross. He came, 

God and man, so that He might make peace between God and man at the 

Cross.

And, here’s something that religious relativism cannot bear to hear: 

Just as God lay in the manger, so God hung on the Cross. Just as God lay in 

the manger, so God lay in the tomb. Just as God lay in the manger, so God 
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came out of the tomb alive to stand among His disciples. Just as God lay in 

the manger, so God ascended in glory and will return to raise the dead and 

judge the world. 

But Jesus is no longer in the manger. Jesus is 

no longer on the Cross. Jesus is no 

longer in the tomb. Where is our God in 

the flesh to be found today? Solomon’s 

question remains, “Will God indeed dwell on 

the earth?” And the answer remains the 

same. 

Yes, God will dwell on earth. God is still with us as much 

as he was when he was in Mary’s womb, in Mary’s arms and in 

the manger. God is still with us as much as he was when he 

was on the Cross, in the tomb, raised from the dead and 

among His disciples. 

Every Sunday Jesus speaks these words at His 

Supper, “This is my body given for you… This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for 

you.” (Luke 22:19-20) 

Is this just a clever play on words? No it isn’t. The 

same body that was in Mary’s womb, in Mary’s arms, in the 

manger, on the Cross, in the tomb, resurrected among the 

disciples and is seated at the right hand of God is here in 

the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Still today, 

this is how God is with us; this is how God is for us.

Paul tells us: “As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.”9 This is true. As often as we 
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receive the Lord’s Supper, Jesus’ conception, birth, death and resurrection 

for sinners are proclaimed. And as often as these things are proclaimed, 

they are delivered. Forgiveness, life and salvation are found nowhere else 

but in Jesus, God in the flesh. The words of the Christmas hymn we sing is 

not only for Christmas day, but for every Sunday, every Lord’s Supper:

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see. 
Hail th' incarnate deity.
Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

The angel told the shepherds that if they went to Bethlehem and 

looked into the manger, they would find God in the flesh.

The shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known 
to us." And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
Babe lying in a manger.10

But this Christmas and Epiphany seasons, you won’t find Jesus in the 

manger, or on the Cross or in the tomb. You will only find Jesus where He 

has promised to be found. You will find Jesus wherever His incarnation, 

death and resurrection for sinners are purely proclaimed and rightly 

delivered. You will find Jesus only in His Word and in His Sacraments. And, 

just like the shepherds, where you find Jesus, you find God —God in the 

flesh, God with you, God for you.
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1 1 Kings 8:27
2 Luke 2:6-7
3 Luke 2:11-12
4 Luke 1:31-33; see also Matthew 1:20-23; Isaiah 9:6-7
5 Colossians 2:9
6 Luther’s Christmas Sermon, 1527, quoted by Norman Nagel, "Martinus: 'Heresy, Doctor Luther, 
Heresy!' The Person and Work of Christ" in Seven-Headed Luther: Essays in Commemoration of a 
Quincentenary, 1483-1983, Peter Brooks, ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 1983, p. 49
7 1 John 2:23; 2 John 1:9 See also John 1:14,18; 5:37-38; 14:6-9; 15:21-24 and 1 John 4:6
8 Colossians 1:19-20
9 1 Corinthians 11:26
10 Luke 2:15-17

http://www.issuesetc.org
http://www.issuesetc.org


+
Holding Up the 
Prophet’s Hand
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Pastors and Elders
Caring for the Church 
and One Another  
by Timothy J. Mech
As leaders of the church, the 
relationship between pastors and 
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well-being of the congregation. 
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Together with the companion 
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Paperback, 128 pages    
Item: 15-5176LIS     $12.99

Training Kit
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video vignettes, PowerPoints, 
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in a Board of Elders meeting.  
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N
E
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RESOURCES

Order today at cph.org 
or call 1-800-325-3040.

Each congregation is a community created by 
Christ. God has put us together for mutual 
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gregations and their church workers often arise. 
Church workers are especially vulnerable to 
stress, burnout, and depression. The devil 
seeks to destroy the relationships and well-being 
of these faithful servants, so what can congrega-
tions do? Author Rev. Dr. Bruce Hartung provides 
a very practical, honest, and helpful book that 
provides clear suggestions for caring for church 
workers. Each chapter includes several anecdotal 
stories that bring to light common challenges and 
sources of tension. Hartung gives methods to 
guide churches and their workers in dealing with 
negative circumstances in a constructive manner.
Paperback, 318 pages    Item: 12-4200LIS     $12.99
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Wittenberg Trail:
The Word Grows

by Michael Schuermann

! Upon reading Psalm 1 in 2001, I wrote these words: "If we all could 

succeed in not being that chaff in the wind, can you imagine what a world 

this would be?" At this point in my life, I was just about to begin my fifth and 

final year of undergraduate study at the University of Missouri - Kansas City. 

During the summer, I met my future wife Katie. We had learned much about 

each other, and were in the midst of discovering that we both thought each 

other pretty "neat". I, only a few days before, had first referred to myself - 

as I can recall, for the first time in my life - as a Christian. Yet, reading this 

statement, I was theologically very weak. At this point, I could be described 

as a Christian Utopianist at best. But since I'm me, I know that more 

accurately I was, at the time, just getting over the hurdles of the equally 

incorrect understandings of man's role in the world as either a moralistic or 

an emotional being. At this point, I had just taken my first step onto the 

Wittenberg Trail. But my journey just begun was the result of another 

journey.

 I did most of my growing up in Northern Illinois - Sycamore, to be 

exact. My parents raised my brother and I as what can best be described as 

moralists. They raised us both to work hard, to be nice to people, to not 

cheat in school or at sports, to obey them and our teachers, etc. One thing 

we didn't learn, though, was about going to church. I can recall attending 

Vacation Bible School at a local Methodist church a time or two. I have some 

fuzzy, yet reliable, memories of attending a Christmas Eve service or two at 

that same church. But anything having to do with Christianity in my 

childhood ends there. I have no recollection of ever wondering whether we 
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should be in church on Sunday morning. It seemed completely normal to 

just get up in the morning, eat breakfast while the classical station was on in 

the background, and have fun. We had some friends who were Roman 

Catholics, but I remained uninterested in what exactly that meant, beside 

the fact that they went to a private school while I attended a public one.

 By the time I was in high school and living in California, I had "grown 

up" a bit - now I practiced what could be labeled Moralistic Therapeuticism, 

with the Deism about to be added. I knew it was important to do all that 

niceness and obedience stuff, but now I was further enlightened with the 

understanding that of equal importance 

was my happiness. Which to a teenage 

boy, of course, means that sometimes 

you can relax a bit on the niceness 

or good behavior.

 At this point I was involved in a 

community band, which met at a local 

Presbyterian church. The director of the 

band was also the Music Minister at 

this church, and invited me to play 

drums on some Sunday mornings 

when they had their more relaxed - 

in this case, blues and jazz - service. Moralism and sentimentality ruled the 

day in the preaching I was exposed to at these services, although it was at 

least coated in a veneer of the Divine. Deism (literally) also came into my 

worldview through one of my social studies teachers at the time, who made 

what I thought was a rather convincing argument for the classical 

"watchmaker" theory of God. 

 When it came time for my senior year of high school, my family moved 

to the St. Louis, Missouri area. There, I met and became friends with a 

group of classmates who all got together on a Saturday night at a local non-
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denominational church for what they labeled "Kids Church". One of my 

friends' dad was the pastor at this church, and had encouraged his son to 

begin this gathering and lead it (and, in fact, even preach at it). Many of us 

were musicians, and they invited me along to play the drums. From this 

somewhat informal hangout time on Saturday, I was invited to also play on 

Sunday mornings. 

 Here is where I can finally recall hearing of Jesus - but He was a 

lawgiver. He was the Son of God, no doubt, but He wanted us all to obey the 

commandments, live right lives while avoiding all sorts of vices like certain 

types of rock music (I specifically recall Motley Crüe being mentioned), 

drinking, bad movies, etc. He wanted us to give our lives to Him. Yet there 

was no cross anywhere in the worship space of this church, and there was 

no cross in the preaching either.

 As an aside, it was also on 

these Sunday mornings where I was 

introduced to the practice of speaking in 

tongues. In preparatory prayers before the 

service, all of us would close our eyes and begin 

with a prayer in English. Then, everyone would continue praying silently, 

until several would begin uttering what I can only describe as gibberish. At 

this point I know that I believed there was a God and that I could come to 

Him in prayer, but I did not know how He regarded me. Because of this, I 

felt immense pressure to fit in - the example shown to me was that true 

believers would speak in this way while in prayer. I must confess that the 

temptation to begin these utterances was immense, but I never gave in.

 I went off to college to study music. I was now an artist, and my every 

moment was now devoted to combining the skill of making music which 

comes from hard work, with the emotional movement that is ultimately the 

goal of the artist. At this point in my life I fell away from attending any 

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.issuesetc.org
http://www.issuesetc.org


church and began worshipping exclusively at the altar of humanism. I was 

still moralistic, but now also very heavy on the sentimentality.

 And so we arrive back at the summer of 2001. Various events in my 

life had caused me to begin seeking help from God again. I had remained a 

believer in God throughout college, but was now convinced that many paths 

led to Him. I was convinced that God's desire was for all people to be happy, 

and in turn to be kind to one another. During this summer I contemplated 

Zen Buddhism, which I'd been exposed to by my percussion professor (and 

the Beastie Boys). I did some reading about Judaism. And finally, towards 

the end of the summer and after meeting and conversing with Katie, I also 

began to consider Christianity. She recommended (and I read) C.S. Lewis' 

writings which make up the book Mere Christianity. And at this point, the 

Word of God which had been planted earlier in my life, and the Word of God 

which Lewis wrote, sprouted. I realized I should begin attending church 

again. There was still a lot to overcome, as I remained firmly grounded in an 

emotional approach to religion. As I wrote, "Every day is another day to 

learn about myself and God and to feel that incredible surge inside that 

couldn't be anything but God's love..."

 Katie had let slip that she was Lutheran, so I decided to find a 

Lutheran church to attend. I went through a couple before settling on Hope 

Lutheran Church in Shawnee, KS. Here, thanks to Pastors Hoppe and 

Penikis, I heard the Gospel. Thanks to The Lutheran Hymnal, I sang the 

Gospel at the same time that it was sung to me. And the Word sprouted like 

a fast-growing shoot. Within a month of writing the above, I was now 

speaking about faith in a much different way. I had read Luther's Small 

Catechism. I was attending church each week and listening. The liturgy was 

profoundly affecting me. I identified myself as a Christian. I continued to 

hear the Word and as I studied the Small Catechism, I realized I needed to 

be baptized. I went through adult instruction at Hope Lutheran, and was 
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baptized on March 20, 2002, at the age of 23. Now it was without-a-doubt 

official: I was a Christian, and I was Lutheran. 

 The beauty of the Wittenberg Trail is that it doesn't stop there. The 

end is at the Last Day or when the Lord calls us to Himself in death. And 

until then the journey continues, as we continue to hear and study the Word 

and be built up in the Faith. Martin Luther's words in the Large Catechism 

about this are very comforting, I think. 

But for myself I say this: I am also a doctor and preacher, yea, as 
learned and experienced as all those may be who have such 
presumption and security; yet I do as a child who is being taught the 
Catechism, and every morning, and whenever I have time, I read and 
say, word for word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, the Psalms, etc. And I must still read and study daily, and yet I 
cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil of the 
Catechism, and am glad so to remain.

 And so a student I remain. After a few years in the Lutheran Church, 

Katie and I decided that I'd apply to seminary. I was accepted, studied, 

completed my vicarage, was assigned, ordained, and now am a Lutheran 

pastor. As I've looked back on the journey to and through Lutheranism, I 

behold a wonderful thing. "Oh who am I That for my sake My Lord should 

take Frail flesh and die?" And yet He did, and has given me faith in that 

blessed gift. What a tremendous joy it is to be forgiven in Him.

Michael Schuermann was born in 1979, in Grand Island, NE. He grew up in 
northern Illinois, majored in music (percussion) at the University of Missouri 
- Kansas City, and played professionally in the Kansas City area before 
moving to central Illinois with his wife, Katie. He attended Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN and graduated with a Master of 
Divinity degree in 2010. He was ordained at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Dallas, TX and he presently serves there as Assistant Pastor. He is an avid 
hobbyist photographer, enjoys reading, is a bit of a gadget geek, and loves 
spending time outdoors with his wife.
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Dear Issues, Etc. Listener:

In the name of Jesus, greetings.

Here’s a way for you to support Issues, Etc. year-round in 2012.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has provided a way for you to designate 
your regular charitable giving to Lutheran Public Radio. 

Click here to find out more about Thrivent Choice as a way of supporting 
Issues, Etc. When you do, remember to direct your support to “Lutheran 
Public Radio,” which produces Issues, Etc.
 
Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc., and thanks for listening.

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, Host
Issues, Etc.
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Messiah Lutheran 
Rev Brian Holle
801 N Madison St
Lebanon IL 62254
618-537-2300

St Pauls Lutheran 
Rev Mark Hein
1500 S Briggs St
Lockport IL 60441
815-838-1832

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Kirk Clayton
101 South Railway
Mascoutah IL 62258
618 566-7345

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Apostles
Rev Ralph Tausz
10429 W Fullerton Ave
Melrose Park  IL 60164
847-455-0903

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Michael Kumm
Rev Todd Wilken
503 E Washington St
Millstadt IL 62260
618-476-3101

Bethany Lutheran 
Rev Timothy Rossow
Rev Stephen Schumacher
1550 Modaff Rd
Naperville IL 60565
630-355-2198

Christ Lutheran 
Rev Robert Niehus
607 Harvard St
Oak Park IL 60304
708-386-3306

Zion Lutheran
Rev Donald Pritchard
525 N. Cartwright
Pleasant Plains IL 62677
217-626-1282

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Craig Meissner
12 West 34th Place
Steger IL 60417
708-754-2345

Indiana

Faith Lutheran 
Rev Todd Riordan
6000 W State Rd 46
Columbus IN 47201
812-342-3587

Grace Lutheran 
Rev John Armstrong
3201 Central Ave
Columbus IN 47203
812-372-4859

St John Lutheran 
Rev Marc Freiberg Sr
12308 E CR 1160 N
Evanston IN 47531
812-547-2007

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Peterson
202 West Rudisill Blvd
Fort Wayne IN 46807
260-744-2585

Christ Lutheran 
Rev Adrian Piazza
10055 E 186th St
Noblesville IN 46060
317-773-3669

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Andrew Currao
Rev Daniel Lepley
504 N. Walnut St
Seymour IN 47274
812-522-1837

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Eric Ahlemeyer
4413 South State Rd 135
Vallonia, IN  47281
812-358-3225

Heritage Lutheran 
Rev Joseph Ostafinski
308 Washington St
Valparaiso IN 46383
219-464-2810

Advent Lutheran 
Rev John Fiene
11250 N Michigan Rd
Zionsville IN 46077
317-873-6318

Iowa

Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev Michael Knox
904 Bluff St
Cedar Falls IA 50613
319-266-2509

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev Nathan Dudley
2463 State Hwy 2
Clarinda IA 51632
712-542-1505

St Mary Evangelical Lutheran 
Rev Jeff Siegel
505 Euclid Ave
Des Moines IA 50313
515-244-4018

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev J.R. Wheeler
101 E View Pl
Osceola IA 50213
641-342-3121

Kansas

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Troy Slater
802 E Trapp St
Herington KS 67449
785-258-3122

Grace Lutheran
Rev Dale Dumperth
800 E 1St St
McPherson KS 67460-3614
620-241-1627

Augsburg Lutheran 
Rev J W Watson
13902 W 67th St
Shawnee KS 66216
785-331-3890

St John’s Lutheran 
Rev Peter Lange
901 SW Fillmore St
Topeka KS 66606
785-354-7132

Kentucky

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Matthew Vesey
2255 Eastland Pkwy
Lexington KY  40505
859-299-9615

Louisiana

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Rev Aaron Stinnett
1905 Highway 59
Mandeville LA 70448
985-674-0377

Maryland

Zion Lutheran
Rev Robert Riebau
209 N Main St
Accident MD 21520
301-746-8170

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev William Stottlemyer
3738 Resley Rd
Hancock MD 21750
301-678-7180

St. James Lutheran 
Rev J Thomas Foelber
8 W Overlea Ave
Overlea MD 21206
410-668-0158

Michigan 

Peace Lutheran 
Rev Thomas Messer
325 E Warwick Dr
Alma MI 48801
989-463-5754

Grace Lutheran
Rev David Reed
303 Ruth St
Auburn MI 48611
989-662-6161

Emmanuel Lutheran 
Rev Rod Zwonitzer
Rev Joel Baseley
800 S Military St
Dearborn MI 48124
313-565-4002

Resurrection Lutheran 
Rev Scott Benjamin
20531 Kelly Rd
Detroit MI 48225
313-372-4902

Zion Lutheran
Rev Mark Braden
4305 North Military Avenue
Detroit  MI 48210
313-894-7450
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Epiphany Lutheran 
Rev Jonathon Krenz
4219 Park Ln
Dorr MI 49323
616-681-0791

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev David Fleming
Rev North Sherrill, Jr.
2900 Burton St SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546
616-949-0710

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Roger James
135 W Green St
Marshall MI 49068
269-781-8982

St. John Lutheran
Rev Edward Steeh
62657 North Ave
Ray MI 48096
586-749-5286

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate 
Word
c/o Lutheran High Northwest
Rev Allen Lunneberg
1000 Bagley Ave
Rochester Hills MI 48309
248-930-0173

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Michael Allen
6356 Center Street
Unionville MI 48767
989-674-8681

Minnesota

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Preston Paul
128 Filmore St SE
Chatfield MN 55923
507-867-4604

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Rev Steven C. Briel
Rev Matthew P. Johnson
9141 County Rd 101
Corcoran MN 55340
763-420-2426

Mt. Olive Lutheran
Rev Robert Franck
2012 E Superior St
Duluth MN 55812
218-724-2500

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Brian Thorson
47334 132nd St
Lewisville MN 56060
507-435-2201

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran
Rev Jonathan Rusnak
10583 US Hwy 169
Garrison MN 56450
320-692-4581

Glory of Christ Lutheran 
Rev John Fehrmann
Rev Klemet Preus
4040 Hwy 101 N
Plymouth MN 55446
763-478-6031

St Johns Lutheran
Rev John Moe
14385 Blaine Ave E
Rosemount MN 55068-5929
651-423-2149

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Jeffrey Kuddes
29972 570th Ave
Waltham MN 55982
507-567-2272

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Rev Paul Sajban
1157 3rd Ave
Windom MN 56101
507-831-3522

Mississippi

Christ Lutheran
Rev Dr James Holowach
4423 I-55 North
Jackson MS  39206
601-366-2055

Missouri

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev Warren Woerth
2211 Tenbrook Rd
Arnold MO 63010
636-296-1292

Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Rev David Bretscher
12397 Natural Bridge Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-291-2395

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Keith Ellerbrock
3765 Mc Kelvey Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-739-0022

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev Mark Below
15750 Baxter Rd
Chesterfield MO 63017
636-532-0400

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev David Smith
Rev Kevin Armbrust
12345 Manchester Rd
Des Peres MO 63131
314-822-0447

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev James Gier
1215 Baldwin St
Excelsior Springs MO 64024
816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Rick Pettey
601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran
Rev Rick Pettey
601 Kingsbury Blvd
Gravelton MO 63645
573-783-2405

Christ Lutheran
Rev Tyler Arnold
Rev Brandon Froiland
6700 NW 72nd St
Kansas City MO 64151
816-741-0483

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev Richard Bolland
Rev Mark Stridivant
2003 NE Englewood Rd
Kansas City MO 64118
816-452-9113

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev James Dunn
4203 Tracy Ave
Kansas City MO 64110
816-561-0561

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Rev Richard Futrell
103 Kimberling Boulevard
Kimberling City MO 65686
417-739-2512

Village Lutheran 
Rev Kevin Golden
9237 Clayton Rd
Ladue MO 63124
314-993-1834

Trinity Lutheran
Rev David Oberdieck
1300 Kent Dr
Lebanon MO 65536
417-532-2717

Zion Lutheran 
Dr Ken Schurb
1075 E Urbandale Dr
Moberly MO 65270
660-263-3256

Christ Lutheran
Rev Tyler Arnold
Rev Brandon Froiland
6700 NW 72nd St
Platte Woods MO 64151
816-741-0483

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Doug Gaunt
4795 N Hwy 94
Saint Charles MO 63301
636-250-3350

Holy Cross Evangelical 
Lutheran
Rev Lawrence Bradt
200 Market St
Saint Genevieve MO 63670
573-883-5361

Emmaus Lutheran
Rev John Hellwege, Jr.
2241 S Jefferson Ave
Saint Louis MO 63104
314-776-1274

Peace Lutheran
Dr Dennis A. Kastens
Rev Jon C. Furgeson
737 Barracksview Rd
Saint Louis MO 63125
314-892-5610
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Prince of Peace 
Dr Mark Smith
8646 New Sappington Rd
Saint Louis MO 63126
314-843-8448

Hope Lutheran
Rev Randy Asburry
Rev Daniel Preus
5218 Neosho St
Saint Louis MO 63109
314-352-0014

Concordia Lutheran
Rev Alan Wollenburg
836 Park Ave
Sikeston MO 63801
573-471-5842

Montana

Christ The King Lutheran
Rev Ryan Wendt
759 Newman Ln
Billings MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

Nebraska

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Rev Allen K. Strawn
506 Main St
Bridgeport NE 69336
308-262-0424

Zion Lutheran
Rev David Kahle
1305 Broadway
Imperial NE 69033
308-882-5655

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Lance Berndt
Rev Clint Poppe
3825 Wildbriar Ln
Lincoln NE 68516
402-423-7639

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Mark Ebert
510 S 33rd St
Lincoln NE 68501
402-477-1710

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Jon Sollberger
36712 Church Rd
Louisville NE 68037
402-234-5980

New York

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Wade Miller
9020 3rd Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-0130

St. John’s Lutheran
Rev Brian Noack
48 Greene Ave
Sayville, NY 11782
631-589-3202

North Carolina

All Saints Lutheran
Rev Kent Schaaf
17030 Lancaster Hwy
Charlotte NC 28277
704-752-4287

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Kevin Martin
1500 Glenwood Ave
Raleigh NC 27608
919-832-8822

Trinity Lutheran 
Rev Thomas Olson
3353 US 176 North
Tyron NC 28782
828-859-0379

Ohio

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Paul Schlueter
7960 State Route 38
Milford Center OH 43045
937-349-2405

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev Robert Green
7500 State Rd
Parma OH 44134
440-845-2230

St. John Lutheran 
Rev Stephen Niermann
16035 County Rd U
Napoleon OH 43505
419-598-8961

Oklahoma

Grace Lutheran
Rev Christian Tiews
2331 E 5th Pl
Tulsa OK 74104
918-592-2999

Oregon

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev Bruce Ley
2515 Queen Ave SE
Albany OR 97322
541-928-0214

Pennsylvania

St. John Evangelical Lutheran
Rev Jonathan Fisk
307 Madison Road
Springfield PA 19064
610-543-3100

Grace Lutheran
Rev David Young
1169 W Street Rd
Warminster PA 18974
215-672-8181

South Carolina

Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd
Rev Steven Saxe
1601 N. Pleasantburg Dr
Greenville SC 29609
864-244-5825

South Dakota

Christ Lutheran
4801 E 6th St
Sioux Falls SD 57110
605-338-3769

Tennessee

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Philip Young
800 Bellevue Rd
Nashville TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

Texas

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Paul Harris
1207 W 45th
Austin TX 78756
512-453-3835

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev Mark Nuckols
3501 Red River St
Austin TX 78705
512-472-8301

Bethel Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
1701 N Broadway
Ballinger TX 76821
325-942-9275

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Brent McGuire
7611 Park Lane
Dallas TX 75225
214-368-1371

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
12358 Country Rd 5500
Eola TX 76937
325-942-9275

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Grassley
4513 Williams Rd
Fort Worth TX 76116
817-560-0030

Memorial Lutheran
Dr Scott Murray
Rev J Bart Day
Rev Charles St-Onge
5800 Westheimer Rd
Houston TX 77057
713-782-6079

Our Savior Lutheran
Dr Laurence White
Rev Thomas Glammeyer
Rev Paul Williams
5000 West Tidwell Rd
Houston TX 77091
713-290-9087

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev Glenn Huebel
Rev Dennis Kitzmann
1308 Whitley Rd
Keller, TX 76248
817-431-2345

First Lutheran 
Rev Michael Monterastelli
1001 Atkinson Dr
Lufkin TX 75901
936-634-7468

Faith Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
801 1st St
Ozona TX 76943
325-942-9275
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Faith Lutheran
Rev James Woelmer
Rev Robert Hill
Rev Jacob Sutton
1701 E Park Blvd
Plano TX 75074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev John Lindner
3601 W. 15th St
Plano TX 75075
972-867-5588

Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Rev Kim De Vries
308 Mount Calvary Dr
San Antonio TX 78209
210-824-8748

Hope Lutheran 
Rev Thomas Baden
417 E 2nd St
Sonora, TX 76950
325-942-9275

Virginia

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Christopher Esget
1801 Russell Rd
Alexandria VA 22301
703-549-0155

St. Athanasius Lutheran
Rev James Douthwite
114 Kingsley Rd SW
Vienna VA 22180
703-455-4003

Washington

Peace Lutheran
Rev Daniel Freeman
2071 Bishop Rd
Chehalis WA 98532
360-748-4108

Messiah Lutheran 
Rev Kurt Onken
9209 State Ave
Marysville WA 98270
360-659-4112

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Ernie Lassman
7050 35th Ave NE
Seattle WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024

Wisconsin

St. John’s Lutheran
Rev John Neugebauer
E 5221 Church Rd
Algoma WI 54201
920-487-2335

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev Larry Myers
Rev Eric Skovgaard
945 N Terrace Dr
Elm Grove WI 53122
262-797-2970

Mount Zion Lutheran
Rev Aaron Koch
3820 W Layton Ave
Greenfield WI 53221
414-282-4900

Saint Stephen Lutheran
Rev Daniel Seehafer
Rev Jonathan Szczesny
505 N Palmatory St
Horicon WI  53032
920-485-6687

Peace Lutheran
Rev Terry Ahlemeyer
1228 S Park Ave
Neenah WI 54956
920-725-0510

St. John Lutheran
312 N Main St
North Prairie WI 53153
262-392-2170

Grace Lutheran
Rev Thomas Chryst
Rev Randal Poppe
3700 Washington Ave
Racine WI 53405
262-633-4831

St Jakobi Lutheran
Rev Travis Kleinschmidt
W 8089 County Rd A
Shawano WI 54166
715-524-4347

Luther Memorial Chapel
Dr Ken Wieting
3833 N Maryland Ave
Shorewood WI 53211
414-332-5732

Peace Lutheran
Rev Peter Bender
W240 N6145 Maple Ave
Sussex WI 53089
262-246-3200

Pilgrim Lutheran 
Rev Joseph Fisher
Rev Christopher Raffa
462 Meadowbrook Dr
West Bend WI 53090
262-334-0375

Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev Michael Henrichs
6021 N Santa Monica Blvd
Whitefish Bay WI 53217
414-332-4458

Wyoming

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Daniel Holthus
1240 S Missouri Ave
Casper WY 82609
307-234-0568

Zion Lutheran
Rev Paul Rosberg
601 S 9th St
Douglas WY 82633-2704
307-358-2810

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Scott Firminhac
Rev Jared Tucher
1001 E 9th St
Gillette WY 82717
307-682-4886

Redeemer Lutheran 
Rev David Bott
175 N. Willow St
Jackson WY 83001
307-733-3409

Zion Lutheran
Rev Shawn Kumm
406 S. 19th St
Laramie WY 82070
307-745-9262

CANADA

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Garry Heintz
13 Marion St
Kakabeka Falls, ON, P0T 1W0
807-473-9164
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Listen to Issues, Etc. 

on-demand 24/7 at www.issuesetc.org

click “Listen” and go to the On-Demand Archives.

also

Live weekdays from 3:00-5:00 pm CST, at www.issuesetc.org

Live weekdays from 3:00-5:00 pm, on AM 1360 KNGN 
in McCook, NE

 
Live weekdays from 4:00-5:00 pm, on AM 1320 Bott Radio Network 

in St. Louis, MO

Sundays, 9:00-10:00 am, on AM 1370 KSUM
in Fairmont, MN

Sundays, 6:00-7:00 pm, on 95.7 FM KKOK
in Morris, MN

Sundays, 12:00-1:00 pm, AM 1010 WCSI
in Columbus, IN
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