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Dear Journal Reader,

Thanks again for subscribing to the Issues, Etc. Journal. 

In this edition you'll find two articles. In the first, Legalism & License, I 
explore how Legalism and License are really the same error, expressed two 
different ways. Both are equally dangerous, both rob us the comfort of 
Christ’s Cross, both are cured by a careful handling of God’s Word.

The Simplicity of Christ is our “Wittenberg Trail” feature by Pastor Bryan 
Wolfmueller. Bryan tells the story of learning to trust the external, objective 
promises of God in Holy Scripture, after years of liberal Lutheranism and 
navel-gazing in American Evangelicalism.

Also, check out the new additions to our Find a Church section at the end of 
the Journal.

Enjoy this edition of the Journal. 

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, host
Issues, Etc.
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They seem so different. One 

person lives his life striving 

for moral perfection. The 

other person doesn’t try 

that hard. The first is 

convinced that he can avoid 

sinning, if he tries hard 

enough. The second is 

equally convinced that he 

can’t avoid sinning, so why 

try at all? After all, He says, “I like to sin; God likes to forgive; that’s a 

pretty good deal.” The first is all about keeping the rules; the second is all 

about breaking them.

The first is a legalist. The second is licentious. They seem very 

different, don’t they?

Here is a twofold truth, seemingly paradoxical, yet thoroughly Biblical. 

It’s a great way to diagnose yourself, and determine if you are a legalist, or 

if you are licentious:

We are never permitted to sin.
We cannot avoid sinning.

If you’re a legalist, you will affirm the first part, but deny the second part. 

You will say, “We are never permitted to sin. We can avoid sinning.” If you’re 

licentious, you will affirm the second part and deny the first part. You will 

say, “We cannot avoid sinning. We are permitted to sin.”

Now that you know which one you are, consider this: While at first 

glance they appear to be polar opposites, Legalism and License are really 

very much alike. Legalism and License have several, very important things in 

common. 
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1) Both Legalism and License share a common, false assumption.

Both Legalism and License seem perfectly logical in their respective 

conclusions. Legalism reasons,

•God forbids me to sin. 
•God cannot forbid something I cannot avoid. 
•Therefore, I must be able to avoid sinning.

On the other hand, License reasons, 

• I cannot avoid sinning. 
•God cannot forbid something I cannot avoid. 
•Therefore, I must have permission to sin.

Although they come to completely different conclusions, both Legalism 

and License share the assumption, “God cannot forbid something I cannot 

avoid.”  This assumption isn’t Biblical. God’s commandment doesn’t imply 

your ability to obey. Your inability to obey doesn’t nullify God’s 

commandment. St. Paul says that God’s commandments are there to show 

us our inability to obey, and still hold us accountable for our disobedience:

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:19-20)

2) Both Legalism and License underestimate sin. 

Legalism underestimates sin’s depth in the Christian’s life. License 

underestimates sin’s danger in the Christian’s life.

Legalism stems from a misunderstanding of how pervasive sin is in our 

lives. The legalist thinks of sin atomistically, that is, he thinks of sin as a set 

of individual, discrete actions he either does or doesn’t do.
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The legalist thinks, "There are thoughts, words and deeds that I do 

that are sins; and there are thoughts, words and deeds that I do that are 

sinless." The legalist’s goal is to decrease the sinful thoughts, words and 

deeds in his life, and increase the sinless thoughts, words and deeds in his 

life.

The legalist thinks that if he could break up his life up into individual 

seconds, he could identify the seconds when he was sinning, and the 

seconds when he was sinless.

Of course the Bible doesn't support this view of sin at all. The Ten 

Commandments in particular, show us that there is nothing we think, say or 

do that is sinless. Everything we do is stained by sin, even our good works: 

"All our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.” (Isaiah 64:6)

The devil loves it when the legalist strives for sinlessness. It means 

he's trying to achieve a righteousness of our own that comes through the 

Law (Galatians 2:16). The Old Adam thrives on the legalist’s rule-keeping, it 

is his lifeblood, it makes him very strong. 

License stems from a misunderstanding 

of how dangerous sin is in our lives. The 

licentious person views sin as harmless, and 

without serious consequences or penalty. The 

devil loves this too. It means that the 

licentious person no longer fears sin or its 

penalty. Of course, the licentious person must ignore the constant drumbeat 

of the Bible, warning of sin and divine judgment. From Genesis to Revelation 

Scripture warns that sin is dangerous and incurs God’s wrath.

The devil also loves it when a licentious person ignores sin’s danger 

and penalty. It means he's ignoring God himself and living in open rebellion 
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against Him (Psalm 36:1; Romans 3:18). The Old Adam hates God and His 

commandments.

3) Both Legalism and License prevent the Christian from struggling 
against his sin. 

The legalist thinks that he is struggling against sin successfully, more 

or less.  The licentious person has given up the struggle against sin 

altogether. Neither the legalist nor the licentious are able to avoid sin or its 

penalty. This is because neither is really struggling against sin at all.

Isn’t the legalist at least struggling against sin? No. The legalist thinks 

he is struggling against his sin; but he is only struggling to keep the rules, 

God’s rules, house rules, etc. Struggling to keep the rules isn’t the same as 

struggling against sin. 

In fact, the legalist’s rule-keeping is no better 

than the licentious person’s rule-breaking. St. Paul 

says, “through the commandment [sin] might become 

sinful beyond measure.” (Romans 7:7-13; 5:20) The 

legalist’s rule-keeping and the licentious person’s rule-

breaking only increase sin and its power in their lives.

The Christian struggle against sin is not done by rule-keeping, but by 

repentance. 

 Some Christians think that to avoid the error of License, it’s OK to be 

a little legalistic. Other Christians think that to avoid the error of Legalism 

it’s OK to practice a little License. Both are wrong. 

As you can see, Legalism and License are not two different errors. 

They are the same error expressed in two different ways. Whether you travel 

the path of Legalism or of License, you come to the same, inevitable end. 
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Both the legalist and the licentious, whether they deny sin’s depth or sin’s 

danger, ultimately ignore the saving work of Jesus Christ. 

The assumption Legalism and License share, 

“God cannot forbid something I cannot avoid,” 

undermines both Jesus’ sinlessness, and his 

sacrifice for sin. The legalist believes he can avoid 

sin, and manage (if only occasionally) to live 

sinlessly. If he is right, then the legalist doesn’t 

need the sinlessness of Jesus, or if he does, he 

only needs it when he fails to avoid sin. The 

licentious person believes he has permission to sin. If he is right, then the 

licentious person doesn’t need Jesus to suffer the penalty for his sin.

If Legalism and License are really the same error, is there one answer 

to both? Yes, first the Law.

The legalist needs to see that he is totally sinful, from top to bottom, 

from beginning to end. The legalist needs to see himself as total sinner, and 

say along with St. Paul, “I know that nothing good dwells in me,” and, 

“Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death?” (Romans 7:18, 24) 

The licentious person needs to see his sin for what it is: open rebellion, 

enmity and insult against God. Though he may take his sin lightly, God does 

not. The licentious person needs to answer along with St. Paul, “Are we to 

continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means!” and, ”Are we to sin 

because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!” (Romans 

6:1-2, 15)

The first answer to both Legalism and License is God’s Word of Law. 

The proclamation of the Law leaves the legalist with no place to stand; no 

thought, word or deed --no second of his life-- that he can call sinless. 
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Likewise, the Law leaves the licentious person on God’s enemies list; an 

impudent creature, spitting in God’s face with every sin. The first answer to 

both Legalism and License is God’s Word of Law that condemns sin 

completely; but we can’t stop there.

What comes next is counterintuitive. Many preachers think that they 

can cure people of licentiousness by preaching the Law more. This is a good 

first step, but the Law is only the diagnosis and prognosis. The Law alone 

isn’t the cure for licentiousness. Preachers sometimes think that Legalism 

can be cured by really driving the Law home to those who think they are 

keeping it. Again this is a good first step, but the Law alone cannot cure 

Legalism either. Why are our churches filled with both the legalists and the 

licentious? Because our pulpits are not filled with both Law and Gospel.

The Law destroys the common, false assumption of both Legalism and 

License: “God cannot forbid something I cannot avoid.” The Law says to the 

legalist, “You cannot avoid sin.” The Law says to the licentious, “There is a 

penalty for your sin.” However, this is all that the Law can do.

Only the Gospel gives both the legalist and 

the licentious freedom from their error, not by 

avoiding sin, nor by indulging sin, but by forgiving 

sin. Only the Gospel shows the legalist the 

sinlessness of Jesus Christ, and the licentious the 

penalty Jesus paid for sin.

Some pastors are hesitant to preach the Gospel to the legalist and the 

licentious --especially to the licentious. They reason, “If I proclaim the 

forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ, this legalist will only use that forgiveness 

to go and start sinning; or this licentious person will only use that 

forgiveness to go and sin even more.” 
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These pastors understand nothing about Law and Gospel. They 

mistakenly think that the Gospel needs to be “balanced” or tempered with a 

dose of the Law, or Christians will become lax about sin or lazy in doing good 

works. By doing this, pastors only reinforce the error of both the legalist and 

the licentious.

The Gospel says, “Yes, God always forbids sin, and you can never 

avoid sin. But the very sin you cannot avoid, Jesus avoided for you. The very 

sin God forbids and condemns, Jesus took to the Cross in his body for you.”

Theologians call it the active and passive obedience of Christ. The 

Gospel replaces all the legalist’s efforts to be sinless with the sinlessness of 

Jesus. The Gospel shows the licentious person the true penalty for his sin, 

taken entirely by Jesus. 

The continual proclamation both of Law and 

Gospel is the only cure for Legalism and License. 

Not only that, but only the continual proclamation 

of Law and Gospel engages the Christian in the true 

struggle against his sin, the very sin that God 

forbids, the very sin that cannot be avoided.   

The licentious person thinks that the struggle 

against sin is unnecessary. The legalist thinks that the struggle against sin is 

all about rule-keeping. Both are wrong.

Scripture is clear. God never gives us permission to sin, but we can’t 

avoid sin. If you can’t avoid sin or its penalty, there is only one thing to do: 

repent. Repentance is the true struggle against sin. Repentance kills the Old 

Adam. The devil hates it when we repent. It means that we, like St. Paul, 

are seeking the righteousness of Jesus Christ that comes by faith:

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.issuesetc.org
http://www.issuesetc.org


all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith. (Philippians 3:8-9)

Once the legalist finds his sinlessness in Jesus alone, and once the 

licentious person finds the penalty for sin paid in Jesus alone, then the 

struggle against unavoidable sin can really begin. The former legalist will 

now struggle like he's never struggled before. Because now, he won't be 

able to take a breather and say, "OK, right now I'm not sinning, if only for 

this one second." No, there won't be a single second in his life when sin will 

not be there, close at hand (Romans 7:21). The former licentious person will 

struggle against sin, perhaps for the first time. Now, he won’t be able to sin 

without hearing the Law’s condemnation; he won’t be able to ignore sin’s 

penalty. 

Now, both will struggle against their sin by repentance every second, 

in every thought, every word and every deed. Under the proclamation of 

Law and Gospel, their lives will become lives of constant repentance and 

faith in Jesus’ all-sufficient sinlessness and sacrifice.

You may have noticed as you began reading that it was difficult to 

diagnose yourself as either a legalist or as licentious. That is because we are 

all both. We go back and forth between the two every day. We think we can 

avoid sin sometimes, we give ourselves permission to sin at other times. But 

God’s Word will not permit our Legalism or our License. 

God’s Word puts us in the impossible position of struggling against our 

sin, the very sin that God forbids, the very sin that we cannot avoid. This 

position is impossible for us, but not for Jesus Christ. Jesus has taken our 

sin, the very sin that God forbids, the very sin that we cannot avoid.  So, 

whether you’re a legalist or licentious, repent and trust Him.
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Concordia Publishing House is happy to announce 
an expansion of Luther’s Works: American Edition. 
Twenty new volumes are being translated from 
Luther’s original Latin and German into clear, 
accessible modern English, and the introductions and 
footnotes make significant academic contributions to 
our understanding of Luther’s confession of Christ.

Visit cph.org/luthersworks to review the 
prospectus for the expansion of Luther’s Works: 
American Edition. You can also read a selection of 
endorsements and the table of contents for the first 
new book, volume 69 (John 17–20).

Become a subscriber 
and save. 

Luther’s Works, Volume 69  
is the first volume available. 

15-5169LLJ 
Each volume is currently priced at 
$49.99, but as a subscriber you pay 
only $34.99, a 30% saving. Volumes 

will come out once a year and  
will ship to you automatically. 
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 Wittenberg Trail

The Simplicity of Christ 

by Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller

I was baptized in the American Lutheran Church, confirmed in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. My family was active in the church, 

in worship and in the youth group, but by age 16 I had never seen a Small 

Catechism. I did, at age 16, have a youth leader who was a Charismatic 

Evangelical, a pietist on pilgrimage in a liberal congregation. 

I liked to study the Bible, so I and a few other youth were identified by 

our youth leaders as “real Christians.” In an attempt to “grow our faith,” he 

would take us every Sunday evening to the local Calvary Chapel where the 

people “took the Bible seriously.” There I learned that the Bible was about 

obedience, about a “life sold out to Christ,” that “Christianity is a 

relationship, not a religion.” On these Sunday nights we “dedicated our 

whole lives to Christ,” we learned to give serious attention to the internal 

aspects of a “relationship with Jesus.” We were taught to cast away the 

“external trappings of religion” and “empty ritual.” It was in this non-

denominational church that I learned to demonstrate my faith by my works, 

by my obedience, by my devotional maintenance. I learned to gauge my 

nearness to God by my feelings. I called it a “faith-life,” my “walk with the 

Lord.” 

Among the external trappings that I cast away were the gift of 

Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and the liturgy. I began to reason like this: “It’s 

just a symbol anyhow, and I can demonstrate my faith better through 

obedience than through this ritual,” or “How can bread and wine ever 
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empower me like being filled with the Spirit?” or “All this rote repetition 

quenches the moving of the Holy Spirit, you have got to mean it.” My faith 

was growing, I was figuring it out, or so I thought.

So there I was, a young man with my feet in two 

churches.  I was convinced the Lutherans were not 

Christians; that they were spiritually lazy to the point of 

spiritual death, and I saw myself as a missionary to these 

Lutherans and continued to attend services and teach the 

youth. On the other side, my own faith was becoming 

exhausting. One day would be fantastic, with all my 

spiritual disciplines in check to the point that I saw myself 

as a super-Christian. Then the next day I would realize 

my sin, and all my pride would unravel and I would 

wonder if there was a place for me in life eternal.

When I reflect back on those days, there is one prevailing thought: 

What must I do (or not do) to please God and make Him happy? And this 

making God happy was difficult work. Certainty of salvation was difficult to 

achieve and came only in sporadic and unpredictable waves. Such is life on 

the emotion-Drn searching-for-the-certainty-of-salvation-through-works 

roller coaster called pietism, and it is a weary life, a swing back and forth 

between pride and despair.

But the Lord is merciful. I met my future bride Keri in college. She had 

a similar story. Her family grew up in the liberal Presbyterian Church USA, 

but we met at a college Bible Study at the local Southern Baptist church. We 

were both disgusted with the liberal rejection of the Bible of the churches of 

our youth, and we both had a growing dissatisfaction with the emotional 

insanity and theological muddiness of the Evangelical churches. We began to 

ask questions that couldn't be answered. 
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“If salvation is not by works, why is all we hear about 

in the teaching the works I'm supposed to do?”

“If the Bible is to be interpreted literally, why do you 

say the bread in the Lord's Supper is a symbol? After 

all, didn't Jesus say, 'This is My body'?”

“If baptism is my work of obedience, why does Peter 

say 'baptism now saves you' (1 Peter 3:21)?”

“If the unbeliever is 'dead in their trespasses and 

sins' (Ephesians 2:1), why does the preacher keep asking them to 

make a decision for Christ?”

It seemed like the Bible teachers we listened to were always pointing 

us inside to our own works and feelings, but the Bible was always pointing 

us outside, to these things that God was doing, His Word, His promises, His 

gift of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. There is a certainty, an objectivity in 

these things. 

We began to know the comfort of God's promises; “It doesn't matter 

what I feel, God's promises are true.” But where was a church that taught 

such things? The Evangelicals kept driving us down into the path of 

emotional despair, but the whacked-out liberal churches had jettisoned the 

Scriptures to stay afloat in the choppy seas of tolerance. We were looking for 

a church that trusted the Lord's Word and clung to the “simplicity of 

Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3), but this was a difficult search. 

We went on a 16 month church tour-de-force. We visited the Roman 

Catholics, Methodists, Charismatics, Anglicans, Eastern Orthodox; you name 

it, we saw it. We found ourselves enrolled in an adult instruction class at the 

local Missouri Synod Lutheran congregation. There the Scriptures were 

brought forth in their simplicity, and clung to with a simple faith. There was 
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no hedging, no explaining away, no rationalizing, no watering down, just the 

Scriptures. And there, in the center of the Bible was Jesus, crucified, dead, 

buried, risen and ascended for me. 

I still remember learning the distinction 

between Law and Gospel. It was as if the lights were 

coming on and illuminating each page of the Bible. 

Paul became clear, as did the parables of Jesus, the 

preaching of Peter, the sermons of the prophets and 

the books of Moses. With this clarity came the 

comfort of the Gospel, that God wanted to save me, 

and He did everything to accomplish my salvation, 

and then came to me with His forgiveness and gifts 

and promises so that I would be absolutely certain 

of my salvation. How wonderful!

Now, we did not join the Lutheran church right away. There were a 

number of theological obstacles to overcome. I almost fell over the first time 

I heard that these Lutherans didn't believe in the pre-tribulation rapture of 

the church. The fact that the pastor stood in front of the congregation and 

forgave sins was confusing. The practice of closed communion was troubling 

and very difficult to understand. And for months the liturgy seemed stiff and 

strange to our ears.

But all of these questions were small compared to the question that 

had been answered, “Does God love me, even me?” The answer that is 

brought forth over and over in the Scriptures is “Yes!” He loves us enough to 

send Jesus to a bloody death in my place, for me. He loves me enough to 

pour out His wrath on another, on His beloved Son. He loves me enough to 

baptize me and forgive me and call me His own dear child. He loves me so 

much that He doesn't leave my salvation up to me, but comes to me and 
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calls and rescues and delivers me from sin and death. Yes, God loves me. No 

matter how close I feel to Him, no matter how much I prayed, no matter 

how much good I've done or failed to do, no matter what, His cross and His 

word of promise stand sure for me. 

This is what I heard in the Lutheran church, in the pulpit, in Bible 

class, in the conversations with friends in the congregation: the voice of 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd speaking simply His love to His dear little lamb. 

Christianity is not about the things that I have done for Jesus, but what He 

has done for me, that's where we find true and eternal comfort. 

Get the daily show schedule 
by following us on twitter.

See in-studio photos and 
interact with other fans at the
Issues, Etc. facebook fan page.
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Dear Issues, Etc. Listener:

In the name of Jesus, greetings.

As I Dr home each night in this Christmas season, it is dark. In fact, the 
whole world is growing dim; each day seems darker than the day before.

But the darkest day in all human history, Good Friday, was really the dawn of 
the new Light of forgiveness for the world. Now, Jesus' resurrection 
enlightens a world of sinners with forgiveness and mercy.

At Issues, Etc., we know that the Church year must begin and end with the 
saving work of Jesus. This is why our message, Christ and Him crucified, 
never changes.

As 2009 draws to a close, please consider supporting the Christ-centered, 
Cross-focused message of Issues, Etc. with a year-end, tax-deductible gift.  
Any size gift is deeply appreciated.  Click here to make a secure online 
donation.  You can also donate by check.  Make your check payable to 
"Lutheran Public Radio" and send it to the address below.

LPR
P.O. Box 912
Collinsville, IL 62234
 
May you have eternal comfort in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus this 
Christmas season.

Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, Host
Issues, Etc.

P.S. For any size year-end donation, we'll send you a CD of one of my 
Advent and Christmas sermons.
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Find a Church

Alabama

Trinity Lutheran
Rev P.J. Moore
1885 Rainbow Dr
Gadsen AL 35901
256-546-1712

Arizona

Calvary Lutheran
Rev Michael Joynt
711 7th Ave
Yuma AZ 85364
928-783-3024

California

Faith Lutheran
Rev Ronald Hodel
Rev Jeremy Rhode
34381 Calle Portola
Capistrano Beach CA 92624
949-496-1901

Christ Our King Community Lutheran
858 Joann St.
Costa Mesa CA 92627
949-290-2819

Lutheran Church of Our Savior
Rev Dennis Bestul
Rev John Bestul
5825 Bollinger Rd
Cupertino CA 95014
408-252-0345

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Peter Ledic
2305 Camino Tassajara
Danville CA 94506
925-736-2270

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Rev Brandon Jones
2283 Palo Verde Ave
Long Beach, CA 90815
562-596-4409

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Rev Dan Kistler
4400 Cabrillo Hwy
Pacifica CA 94044
650-359-1550

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Rev Paul Willweber
6801 Easton Ct
San Diego CA 92120
619-583-1436

Grace Lutheran
Rev Charles Froh
2825 Alameda De Las Pulgas
San Mateo CA 94403
650-345-9068

Colorado

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Donal Widger
2221 North Wahsatch Ave
Colorado Springs, CO 80907
719- 633-7661

University Hills Lutheran
Rev Steven Parks
4949 E. Eastman Ave
Denver CO 80222
303-759-0161

Gloria Christi Lutheran
Rev John Frahm
1322 31st Ave
Greeley CO 80634-6328
970-353-2554

Grace Lutheran
Rev Joseph Murphy
11249 Newlin Gulch Blvd
PO Box 1570
Parker, CO 80134
303-840-5493

Idaho

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rev Tim Pauls
Rev David Hrachovina
5009 Cassia St
Boise ID 83705
208-343-7212

Illinois

St Paul Lutheran
Rev Ben Ball
Rev Joel Brondos
Rev Walter Otten
9035 Grant
Brookfield IL 60513
708-485-6987

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Paul Hemenway
Rev Michael Walther
1300 Belt Line Rd
Collinsville IL 62234
618-344-3151

Zion Lutheran Church
Rev Gary Wright
17618 Hubbard Rd
East Moline IL 61244
309-496-2186

Calvary Lutheran
Rev Mark Bestul
535 N McLean Blvd
Elgin IL 60123
847-741-5433

Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Rev Bruce Keseman
612 N State St
Freeburg IL 62243
618-539-5664

Hope Lutheran
Rev David Fielding
3715 Wabash Ave
Granite City IL 62040
(618) 876-7568

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Wil Weedon
6969 W. Frontage Rd
Worden IL 62097
P.O. Box 247
Hamel IL 62046
618-633-2209

www.issuesetc.org

http://www.tlcgadsden.com/
http://www.tlcgadsden.com/
http://www.calvary-lutheran.com/
http://www.calvary-lutheran.com/
http://www.faith-lcms.org/
http://www.faith-lcms.org/
http://www.lcos.org/
http://www.lcos.org/
http://www.messiahlutherandanville.com/
http://www.messiahlutherandanville.com/
http://stpaulslb.org/
http://stpaulslb.org/
http://www.oursaviorspacifica.com/
http://www.oursaviorspacifica.com/
http://www.princeofpeacesd.net
http://www.princeofpeacesd.net
http://gracelutheransanmateo.org/index.html
http://gracelutheransanmateo.org/index.html
http://www.redeemerlutheran-cs.org/
http://www.redeemerlutheran-cs.org/
http://www.uhillslutheran.org/
http://www.uhillslutheran.org/
http://www.gloriachristi.org/
http://www.gloriachristi.org/
http://goodshepherdboise.org/content/news.php
http://goodshepherdboise.org/content/news.php
http://www.stpaulsbrookfield.com/
http://www.stpaulsbrookfield.com/
http://www.goodshepherdcollinsville.org/
http://www.goodshepherdcollinsville.org/
http://www.zionem.com/
http://www.zionem.com/
http://clce.org/
http://clce.org/
http://www.hopelutherangranitecity.org/
http://www.hopelutherangranitecity.org/
http://www.stpaullutheranchurchhamel.org/
http://www.stpaullutheranchurchhamel.org/
http://www.issuesetc.org
http://www.issuesetc.org


Find a Church (cont.)

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Brian Holle
801 N Madison St
Lebanon IL 62254
618-537-2300

St Pauls Lutheran
Rev Mark Hein
1500 S Briggs St
Lockport IL 60441
815-838-1832

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Kirk Clayton
101 South Railway
Mascoutah IL 62258
618 566-7345

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Michael Kumm
Rev Todd Wilken
503 E Washington St
Millstadt IL 62260
618-476-3101

Bethany Lutheran
Rev Timothy Rossow
Rev Stephen Schumacher
1550 Modaff Rd
Naperville IL 60565
630-355-2198

Christ Lutheran
Rev Robert Niehus
607 Harvard St
Oak Park IL 60304
708-386-3306

Zion Lutheran
Rev Donald Pritchard
525 N. Cartwright
Pleasant Plains IL 62677
217-626-1282

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Craig Meissner
12 West 34th Place
Steger IL 60417
708-754-2345

Indiana

Faith Lutheran
Rev Todd Riordan
6000 W State Rd 46
Columbus IN 47201
812-342-3587

Grace Lutheran 
Rev John Armstrong
3201 Central Ave
Columbus IN 47203
812-372-4859

St John Lutheran 
Rev Marc Freiberg Sr
12308 E CR 1160 N
Evanston IN 47531
812-547-2007

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Peterson
202 West Rudisill Blvd
Fort Wayne IN 46807
260-744-2585

Christ Lutheran
Rev Adrian Piazza
10055 E 186th St
Noblesville IN 46060
317-773-3669

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Andrew Currao
Rev Daniel Lepley
504 N Walnut St
Seymour IN 47274
812-522-1837

Advent Lutheran
Rev John Fiene
11250 N Michigan Rd
Zionsville IN 46077
317-873-6318

Iowa

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Michael Knox
904 Bluff St
Cedar Falls IA 50613
319-266-2509

St Paul Lutheran
Rev Nathan Dudley
2463 State Hwy 2
Clarinda IA 51632
712-542-1505

Immanuel Lutheran 
Rev J.R. Wheeler
101 E View Pl
Osceola IA 50213
641-342-3121

Kansas

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Troy Slater
802 E Trapp St
Herington KS 67449
785-258-3122

Grace Lutheran
Rev Dale Dumperth
800 E 1St St
McPherson KS 67460-3614
620-241-1627

St John’s Lutheran
Rev Peter Lange
901 SW Fillmore St
Topeka KS 66606
785-354-7132

Kentucky

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Matthew Vesey
2255 Eastland Pkwy
Lexington KY  40505
859-299-9615

Maryland

Zion Lutheran
Rev Keith Clow
209 N Main St
Accident MD 21520
301-746-8170

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev William Stottlemyer
3738 Resley Rd
Hancock MD 21750
301-678-7180

St. James Lutheran
Rev J Thomas Foelber
8 W Overlea Ave
Overlea MD 21206
410-668-0158
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Find a Church (cont.)

Michigan

Peace Lutheran
Rev Thomas Messer
325 E Warwick Dr
Alma MI 48801
989-463-5754

Grace Lutheran
Rev David Reed
303 Ruth St
Auburn MI 48611
989-662-6161

Emmanuel Lutheran 
Rev Rod Zwonitzer
Rev Joel Baseley
800 S Military St
Dearborn MI 48124
313-565-4002

Resurrection Lutheran 
Rev Scott Benjamin
20531 Kelly Rd
Detroit MI 48225
313-372-4902

Zion Lutheran
Rev Mark Braden
4305 North Military Ave
Detroit MI 48210
313-894-7450

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev David Fleming
Rev North Sherrill, Jr.
2900 Burton St SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546
616-949-0710

Zion Lutheran
Rev Roger James
135 W Green St
Marshall MI 49068
269-781-8982

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word
c/o Lutheran High Northwest
Rev Allen Lunneberg
1000 Bagley Ave
Rochester Hills MI 48309
248-930-0173

Minnesota

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Preston Paul
128 Filmore St SE
Chatfield MN 55923
507-867-4604

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Rev Steven C. Briel
Rev Matthew P. Johnson
9141 County Rd 101
Corcoran MN 55340
763-420-2426

Mt. Olive Lutheran
Rev Robert Franck
2012 E Superior St
Duluth MN 55812
218-724-2500

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Brian Thorson
47334 132nd St
Lewisville, MN 56060
507-435-2201

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran
Rev Matthew Ruesch
10583 US Highway 169
Garrison MN 56450
320-692-4581

Glory of Christ Lutheran 
Rev John Fehrmann
Rev Klemet Preus
4040 Highway 101 N
Plymouth MN 55446
763-478-6031

St Johns Lutheran
Rev John Moe
14385 Blaine Ave E
Rosemount MN 55068-5929
651-423-2149

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Jeffrey Kuddes
29972 570th Ave
Waltham MN 55982
507-567-2272

Our Savior's Lutheran
Rev Paul Sajban
1157 3rd Ave
Windom MN 56101
507-831-3522

Mississippi

Christ Lutheran
Rev Dr James Holowach
4423 I-55 North
Jackson MS  39206
601-366-2055

Missouri

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Warren Woerth
2211 Tenbrook Rd
Arnold MO 63010
636-296-1292

St Matthew Lutheran 
Rev Charles Henrickson
340 Summit
Bonne Terre MO 63628
573-358-3105

Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Rev David Bretscher
12397 Natural Bridge Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-291-2395

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Keith Ellerbrock
3765 Mc Kelvey Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-739-0022

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev Mark Below
15750 Baxter Rd
Chesterfield MO 63017
636-532-0400

St Paul Lutheran
Rev David Smith
Rev Tim Seban
12345 Manchester Rd
Des Peres MO 63131
314-822-0447
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Find a Church (cont.)

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev James Gier
1215 Baldwin St
Excelsior Springs MO 64024
816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Rick Pettey
601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Rick Pettey
601 Kingsbury Blvd
Gravelton MO 63645
573-783-2405

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev Richard Bolland
Rev Mark Stridivant
2003 NE Englewood Rd
Kansas City MO 64118
816-452-9113

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev James Dunn
4203 Tracy Ave
Kansas City MO 64110
816-561-0561

Village Lutheran
Rev Kevin Golden
9237 Clayton Rd
Ladue MO 63124
314-993-1834 

Trinity Lutheran
Rev David Oberdieck
1300 Kent Dr
Lebanon MO 65536
417-532-2717

Zion Lutheran
Dr Ken Schurb
1075 E Urbandale Dr
Moberly MO 65270
660-263-3256

Christ Lutheran
Rev Tyler Arnold
Rev Brandon Froiland
6700 NW 72nd St
Platte Woods MO 64151
816-741-0483

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Doug Gaunt
4795 N Hwy 94
Saint Charles MO 63301
636-250-3350

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran
Rev Lawrence Bradt
200 Market St
Saint Genevieve MO 63670
573-883-5361

Peace Lutheran
Dr. Dennis A. Kastens
Rev Jon C. Furgeson,
737 Barracksview Rd
Saint Louis MO 63125
314-892-5610

Prince of Peace
Dr Mark Smith
8646 New Sappington Rd
Saint Louis MO 63126
314-843-8448

Hope Lutheran
Rev Randy Asburry
Rev Daniel Preus
5218 Neosho St
Saint Louis MO 63109
314-352-0014

Concordia Lutheran
Rev Alan Wollenburg
836 Park Ave
Sikeston MO 63801
573-471-5842

Montana

Christ The King Lutheran
Rev Ryan Wendt
759 Newman Ln
Billings MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

Nebraska

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Rev Allen K. Strawn
506 Main St
Bridgeport NE 69336
308-262-0424

Zion Lutheran
Rev David Kahle
1305 BRdway
Imperial NE 69033
308-882-5655

Good Shepherd
Rev Lance Berndt
Rev Clint Poppe
3825 Wildbriar Ln
Lincoln NE 68516
402-423-7639

North Carolina

All Saints Lutheran
Rev Kent Schaaf
17030 Lancaster Highway
Charlotte NC 28277
704-752-4287

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Kevin Martin
1500 Glenwood Ave
Raleigh NC 27608
919-832-8822

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Thomas Olson
3353 US 176 North
Tyron NC 28782
828-859-0379

Ohio

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Paul Schlueter
7960 State Route 38
Milford Center OH 43045
937-349-2405

Bethlehem Lutheran
Rev Robert Green
7500 State Rd
Parma OH 44134
440-845-2230

St. John Lutheran
Rev Stephen Niermann
16035 County Rd U
Napoleon OH 43505
419-598-8961
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Find a Church (cont.)

Oregon

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Rev Bruce Ley
2515 Queen Ave SE
Albany OR 97322
541-928-0214

Pennsylvania

St. John Evangelical Lutheran
Rev Jonathan Fisk
307 Madison Rd
Springfield PA 19064
610-543-3100

South Carolina

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Rev Steven Saxe
1601 N. Pleasantburg Dr
Greenville SC 29609
864-244-5825

Tennessee

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Philip Young
800 Bellevue Rd
Nashville TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

Texas

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Paul Harris
1207 W 45th
Austin TX 78756
512-453-3835

St Paul Lutheran 
Rev Mark Nuckols
3501 Red River St
Austin TX 78705
512-472-8301

Bethel Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
1701 N BRdway
Ballinger TX 76821
325-942-9275

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Brent McGuire
7611 Park Lane
Dallas TX 75225
214-368-1371

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
12358 Country Rd 5500
Eola TX 76937
325-942-9275

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Grassley
4513 Williams Rd
Fort Worth TX 76116
817-560-0030

Our Savior Lutheran
Dr. Laurence White
Rev Thomas Glammeyer
Rev Paul Williams
5000 West Tidwell Rd
Houston TX 77091
713-290-9087

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Glenn Huebel
Rev Dennis Kitzmann
1308 Whitley Rd
Keller TX 76248
817-431-2345

First Lutheran 
Rev Michael Monterastelli
1001 Atkinson Dr
Lufkin TX 75901
936-634-7468

Faith Lutheran 
Rev Thomas Baden
801 1st St
Ozona TX 76943
325-942-9275

Faith Lutheran
Rev James Woelmer
Rev Robert Hill
Rev Jacob Sutton
1701 E Park Blvd
Plano TX 75074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev John Lindner
3601 W. 15th St
Plano TX 75075
972-867-5588

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev Kim De Vries
308 Mount Calvary Dr
San Antonio TX 78209
210-824-8748

Hope Lutheran 
Rev Thomas Baden
417 E 2nd St
Sonora TX 76950
325-942-9275 

Virginia

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Christopher Esget
1801 Russell Rd
Alexandria VA 22301
703-549-0155

Washington

Peace Lutheran
Rev Daniel Freeman
2071 Bishop Rd
Chehalis WA 98532
360-748-4108

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Kurt Onken
9209 State Ave
Marysville WA 98270
360-659-4112

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Ernie Lassman
7050 35th Ave NE
Seattle WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024

Wisconsin

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev Larry Myers
Rev Eric Skovgaard
945 N Terrace Dr
Elm Grove WI 53122
262-797-2970
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Find a Church (cont.)

Mount Zion Lutheran
Rev Aaron Koch
3820 W Layton Ave
Greenfield WI 53221
414-282-4900

St Johns Lutheran
Rev James Mallmann
Rev Matthew Shive
450 Bridge St
Mayville WI 53050
920-387-3568

Peace Lutheran
Rev Terry Ahlemeyer
1228 S Park Ave
Neenah WI 54956
920-725-0510

Grace Lutheran
Rev Thomas Chryst
Rev Randal Poppe
3700 Washington Ave
Racine WI 53405
262-633-4831

Luther Memorial Chapel
Dr Ken Wieting
3833 N Maryland Ave
Shorewood WI 53211
414-332-5732

Peace Lutheran
Rev Peter Bender
W240 N6145 Maple Ave
Sussex WI 53089
262-246-3200

Pilgrim Lutheran
Rev Joseph Fisher
Rev Christopher Raffa
462 Meadowbrook Dr
West Bend WI 53090
262-334-0375

Wyoming

Zion Lutheran 
Rev Paul Rosberg
601 S 9th St
Douglas WY 82633-2704
307-358-2810

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Bott
175 N. Willow St
Jackson WY 83001
307-733-3409

Zion Lutheran
Rev Shawn Kumm
406 S. 19th St
Laramie WY 82070
307-745-9262
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